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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


TITO'S LEGACY SEEN STILL STRONG 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 19 Oct 81 p 7 


[Article by Tan Wenrui [6223 2429 3843], the "Renmin Ribao" Delegation: "After 
Tito It Is Still Tito."] 


[Text At the welcoming reception by party and government leaders in Titovo-Uzice, 

we mentioned that we intended to write an article entitled "Yugoslavia Without Tito," 
in which we intended to report how the Yugoslav people, over 1 year after the death 
of Comrade Tito, continue to advance along the path of Tito. Before we hardly 
finished our sentence, a Yugoslav comrade interrupted us, contending: "We are all 
for your writing your article, but the Yugoslav people will find it hard to agree 

to your title." Another man said: “Yugoslavia is not at all without Tito; Tito 

wili forever live among us," and a third man added: "One of our slogans is now 
"After Tito it is still Tito’." 


We signified that we shall gladly accept their view and told them that we shall 
change our heading accordingly to "After Tito it is still Tito." In the course of 
our interviews, we became very deeply aware of the profound feelings of the 
Yugoslav people for their dead leader and of their firm resolution to carry out his 
behest. 


In the space outside of No 15 of Belgrade's Uzice Avenue, we saw men and women, oid 
and young, standing in line in a drizzle, awaiting their turn to enter the mausoleum 
and pay their respects to Tito's remains. On the counter of the small streetside 
cafes and on the windshields of overland trucks we saw portraits of the late Tito. 


On the slopes of the Cajetina, covered with a carpet of green grass, a large slogan 
was inserted as a mosaic of rocks: "Tito--Our Pride." 


In the assembly workshop of the Red Star Automobile Plant at Kragujevac we saw the 
following streamer: "Tito We Love You." 


At all large and small meetings, we heard the people many times solemnly intune the 
song: "Comrade Tito, we swear to you, we shall never deviate from your path."... 


This is not a personality cult of the Yugoslav people, but a manifestation that the 
Yugoslav people regard Tito as a force which inspires them in their advance and a 
source from which they draw courage. 

















A year ago some people in the international community who harbor malicious intentions 
predicted that with the loss of Tito, Yugoslavia will experience a crisis, or even 
fall into paralysis. However, the facts of the past more than 1 year have provec 
that these superficial judgments mixed with pleasure over expected misfortune an: 
their wish of adversities had all come to naught. 


After the death of Tito the most important measure taken by Yugoslavia was the 
strengthening of collective leadership. People know that Tito in 1978, when he was 
still alive, made a proposal for the strengthening of collective leadership. Shortly 
before our arrival in Yugoslavis, the Yugoslav federal assembly formally incorported 
the proposal into the constitution, clearly stipulating that all leadership gremia 

at all levels, from local to federal ones, must carry out the principle of collective 
leadership. We have seen that the principle is in fact conscientiously being 

carried out in Yugoslavia from the central authority down to the local levels. It 

is this way_in the government administration as well as in the party organizations. 


When we visited the Subotica region near the southern border of Hungary, the local 
party secretary of the League of Communists, who was a little over 30 years of age, 
told us that they were just then preparing the reelection of delegates to the local 
assembly and the local party committee. To implement the spirit of strengthening 
the collective leadership, the Yugoslavs decided to shorten the terms of office of 
the leading cadres. The chairman of the party congress, originally serving a 4 
year term, is to be changed every year and must also not hold concurrent positions; 
it is stipulated that one person must serve in only one position. The party secre- 
tary told us laughingly that after giving up his post, he will return to a chemical 
engineering plant where he will continue working on the technical staff. 


All Yugoslavs believe that the system of self-government is the most important 
legacy left to them by Tito. Nobody can possibly deny that socialist self~government 
has already taken root, flowered and born fruit in Yugoslavia. In the past over 1 
year, the Yugoslav people not only firmly upheld without the slightest wavering 

the system of self-government, but even made efforts to further perfect the system. 
Many labor organizations actively take measures to have the workers exercise tlieir 
social, economic and other self-governing rights to an even greater extent. For 
instance, at the Red Star Automobile Plant at Kragujevac, which we visited, the 
workers not only decided through their delegates at the workers’ assemblies at all 
levels one by one all affairs concerning the administration of the factory, but can 
also voice their opinions on self-governing agreements, allocation of income and 
such questions at the general workers congresses and vote on various resolutions. 
They can also elect delegates to take part in the self-government of the community 
and in all meetings at all levels, also to deliberate with other delegates on 
important questions concerning their district, the republic and the federation. 

The chairman of the labor union at this plant told us: "We are earnest about having 
every worker have the right of free speech on any subject in the entire society." 


We were told that, in the previous stage, opinions varied. In the opinion of some, 
too much power transferred to the lower levels will lead to a tendency of decen- 
tralizing; the interference of the state must be strengthened. Another opinion 

was that there is still too much state interference and that one must further bro‘ ien 
the powers at the grassroot level. However, after the recent Third Self-Government 
Congress, the people have gradually come to realize uniformly: The contradictions 








and shortcomings that exist at present in Yugoslavia are due to the fact that self- 
government has not yet been effectively implemented, and that it is furthermore 
necessary to overcome parochialism, nationalism and liberalism, which still exist 
in certain areas. 


During the last over 1 year period, certain problems and difficulties have indeed 
arisen in Yugoslavia, the most prominent being the instability in the economic 
development. The Yugoslav party and government leaders do not at all conceal the 
fact that they are faced with the unfavorable situation of a growing international 
payment deficit, increasing foreign debts, rising commodity prices and currency in- 
flation. However, during our stay in Yugoslavia we found that the conditions were 
not as bad as foreign rumors had us believe. Besides, the Yugoslav party and 
government authorities have already found out the crux of the problem and are already 
beginning to take resolute steps to overcome the difficulties they are faced with. 
The responsible person in the Federal Ministry for General Economic Affairs told us 
that the main reasons that created the present economic difficulties are, one, that 
the basic industries lags far behind the processing industries, forcing the country 
to import large quantities of fuel and raw materials. Then there is also the in- 
crease in individual consumption and in the entire overall consumption,“ which 
exceeds the present economic capacity. Recently, the Yugoslavs from top to bottom 
have made consolidation of the economy their overriding central task. Their efforts 
aim at a reduction of the speed of economic development, restriction of investments 
in basic construction, increases in the establishment of basic industries, reducing 
imports, increasing exports, controlling the rise in actual individual income, etc. 
In the various areas and enterprises that we visited, we saw people actively in the 
act of exerting efforts toward the stabilization of the economy. The director of 
the Titovo Uzive Copper and Aluminum Smelting Plant told us that his plant will 
reduce investments for new engineering projects and will use the funds to improve 
present equipment, increase the production of products for export and strive to in- 
crease this year's production by 3 to 4 percent. He said: "Not only will we be 
able to earn enough foreign exchange from exports to satisfy the import needs of 

our plant, but we will also be able to remit surplus foreign exchange to the state." 


The director of the Red Star Automobile Plant at Kagujevac told us that they are 
determined to overcome all difficulties in fulfilling the plan of producing 250,000 
motor vehicles this year. They will furthermore produce a new model, the "Yugo 25," 
a fuel-efficient compact sedan, destined in part for export to earn foreign exchange. 


In the meat processing plant of the Subotica Joint Agricultural and Industrial Enter- 
prise most of the equipment was originally imported from abroad, but at present 30 
percent of the plant's equipment is already produced domestically. They are in the 
process of manufacturing a new line of products in cooperation with the local Good 
Friend Machine Manufacturing Plant and have placed an order with the Northern Electric 
Machinery Manufacturing Plant for electronic control squipment. The plant manager 
also told us that they have already successfully trial produced a can made of a kind 
of alloy instead of aluminum, which would reduce the importation of aluminum to a 
great extent. 


As it looks, those who hoped for a collapse of the Yugoslav economy will have their 
expectations doomed to disappointment. 








Maintaining the national unity was a behest of the late Tito. The disturbances 

that occurred in March and April this year in the Kossovo autonomous province had 
evoked much international comment. When we visited Yugoslavia, things had already 
quieted down. The Yugoslav party had government leaders drew a lesson from the 
experiences of this occurrence. On the one hand they increased measures against 
nationalistic propagandistic education and on the other hand they exerted efforts 

to improve all kinds of work in the less developed areas and in areas with diverse 
national populations. The Yugoslav comrades do not deny at all the seriousness of 
the troublesome events at Kossovo, but there is no foundation for an exploitation of 
these events to distrust or even attack the Yugoslav policy of national unity. We 
also visited another autonomous province, Vojvodina, where we saw people of more 
than ten nationalities harmoniously living together, Serbs, Magyars, Croationa, 
Slovakians, Romanians, Montenegrins, Ruthenians and others. They have schools there 
teaching in the different languages, newspapers, periodicals and books in the differ- 
ent languages and radio and TV stations with programs in the different languages. 
The composition of many leadership structures in government and enterprise units 
gives consideration to the various nationalities. A friend from the press in that 
autonomous province told us: "In Vojvodina we conscientiously carry out the policy 
of national equality. An event like what occurred in Kossovo cannot happen here." 


A Yugoslav comrade, discussing the present internal situation, said most confidently: 
"We have victoriously come through the most difficult times, how can there be any 
obstacles that could possibly obstruct our further advance?" We remember that 
Comrade Tito once expressed it this way: "The strength of Yugoslavia lies in the 
heroism and indomitable spirit of its people of various nationalities. These qual- 
ities have been tempered in history and extensively tested in the war of liberation 
....We therefore look anto the future with extreme cheer and optimism." We are 
deeply convinced that the heroic Yugoslav people are able to eliminate all diffi- 
culties and dangers, to advance toward a glorious future along the path opened up 

by Tito! 


9808 
cso: 4005/141 








PARTY AND STATE 





HEBEI PARTY LEADERS TAKE STEPS TO REDRESS LEFTIST WRONGS 
Xingtai Prefecture 
Shijiazhuang HEBEI RIBAO in Chinese 6 Oct 81 p 1 


[Article by Wang Hvafang [3769 5478 5364] and Du Guotang [2629 0948 1016]: 
"Xingtai Prefecture Party Committee Members Make Self-Examination and Eliminate 
Leftist Influence"] 


[Text] At a meeting of responsibe comrades from prefectural departments, offices, 
staff offices, and bureaus, held by the Xingtai Prefecture Party Committee and 
attended by a group of party cadres, the standing committee of the prefectural 
party committee raised this question: Why is it that we lag far behind the ad- 
vanced areas in setting our minds free, bringing order out of chaos, reversing 
unjust verdicts and redressing misjudged cases, dealing with acts of smashing 

and looting, reorganizing the leading groups, and relaxing rural economic poli- 
cies? The comrades in attendance reviewed the line, principles, and policies 
laid down since the Third Plenum and conscientiously studied the spirit of the 
Sixth Plenum. They perceived the harm brought on by the leftist deviation on 

the part of the former chief responsible person on the provincial party committee. 


It was clearly remembered that, at a time when the criterion of truth was being 
discussed nationwide and criticism of leftist influences was being deepened, the 
former chief responsible person on the provincial party committee had come to 
Xingtai and talked a great deal to the effect that “we can't be sure whether it 
is left or right, and theoretically we will not try to be the first to commit 
ourselves." These words were then transmitted by the prefectural party commit- 
tee at meetings of county and municipal party secretaries. Criticism of leftist 
influence, which had just gotten started, was put down and discussion of the cri- 
terion of truth was held in a perfunctory manner. At a time when the policy re- 
garding cadres was being implemented in all spheres and unjust verdicts were be- 
ing reversed and misguided cases redressed, the former chief responsible person 
on the provincial party committee hindered and delayed implementation of the pol- 
icy regarding cadres, on the pretext of not interpreting the policy as a “rein- 
statement of all cadres." The prefectural party committee sant to this tune. 

As a result, a lot of problems that should have been solved were not solved and 
what should have been implemented was not promptly implemented. These reinstated 
old cadres "were crawling on the staircase," and the redress of wrongs was moving 


like “squeezing a toothpaste tube." Further, the comrades in attendance spoke 








of the obstacles placed by the former chief responsible person on the provincial 
party committee to any reorganization of the leading groups. He stalled for a 
long time in getting rid of the “three types of persons." He dragged his feet 
without carrying out a reorganization with regard to those cadres who had been 
promoted -soo fast but were incompetent. On many occasions he said, "As far as 
Hebei is concerned, there are no two breakthroughs." "We promote cadres accord- 
ing to the five principles laid down by Chairman Mao for fostering successors." 
The prefectural party committee repeated what he said. With regard to readjust- 
ment of the internal structure of agriculture and relaxation of rural economic 
policies, the former chief responsible person on the provincial party committee 
persistently stressed the point of taking grain as the key link, imposing many 
restrictions on the system of linking remuneration to output in the countryside, 
and laid down “eight rules." He stated: "Allocation of private plots must be 
subject to the approval of the country party committee." "I am in favor of col- 
lective farming." Guided by his erroneous thinking, the prefectural party com- 
mittee stressed grain production at the expense of industrial crops and all-round 
development of farming, animal husbandry, sideline production, and fishery. The 
prefectural party committee did not go all out to link remuneration to output 
and allocate private plots. The committee always imposed restrictions. It was 
agreed thet the leftist mistakes made by the former chief responsible perso on 
the provincial party committee had spread a far-reaching influence in Xingtai 
Prefecture. 


But why for a long time did the prefectural party committee fail to see this? 
Why, after the foraer chief responsible person was transferred elsewhere, did 

the prefectural party committee still do leftist things consciously and uncon- 
sciously? In the context of realities, the standing committee uf the prefectu- 
ral party committee seriously analyzed this question and found the following 
reasons: 1) They did not sufficiently study and deeply understand the line, 
principles, and policies laid down since the Third Plenum and did not distinguish 
right from wrong with regard to the leftist mistakes of the former chief respon- 
sible person. 2) For a long time, leftist guiding thought prevaled within the 
party. The standing committee was accustomed to this guiding thought and failed 
to make a turn after the Third Plenum. That is why they always wore “left- 
looking spectacles" when seeing and doing things. They frequently saw inftist 
things as correct and saw correct things as rightist. In this way, the leftist 
things done by the former chief responsible person suited their taste and became 
acceptable to them. 3) Their thinking and style were not realistic. The deci- 
sion of the central authorities was not sufficiently studied, and public feeling 
was not sufficiently understood. "We frequently took our cue from our superiors. 
We had the outworn concept, ‘Rather forget the magistrate than offend the bail- 
iff.' In many cases, we always waited for our superiors to nod their heads. 
Sometimes when our immediate superiors did things wrong, we dared not resist 

lest they make it hot for us." Having dug the ideological roots, the members of 
the standing committee raised their understanding. They declared their determi- 
nation to bring their thoughts and actions into line with the principles and pol- 
icies laid down since the Third Plenum, to be one politically with the Party Cen- 
tral Committee, to get rid of the ideological influence of the former chief 
responsible person on the provincial party committee, to do their work well, and 
to change the passivity and backward state of Xingtaj Prefecture quickly. 








Zhangjiakou Prefecture 
Shijiazhuang HEBEI RIBAO in Chinese 9 Oct 81 pl 


[Article by Wang Yong [3769 0516] and Ma Yunshan [7456 7189 1472]: "Zhangjiakou 
Prefecture Reverses Verdicts on Erroneous Decisions" |] 


[Text] The Zhangjiakou Prefectural Party Committee held a meeting ‘rom 25 Sep- 
tember to 4 October for the purpose of implementing :olicy, reversing unjust 
verdicts, and redressing misjudged cases. Attended by responsible persons from 
various county (municipal) and prefecture <.epartments, the meeting made it clear 
that ideologically and politically, unjust verdicts must be reversed, misjudged 
cases must be redressed, right and wrong must be distinguished, and order must 
be brought out of chaos. 


To ensure the success of the meeting, before it tcok place the chief responsible 
person on the Zhangjiakou Prefectural Party Committee went into the thick of 
realities to conduct investigation and research. He found that, at the previous 
stage of redressing wrongs, the results achieved looked quantitatively signifi- 
cant but, qualitatively, many problems reamined unsolved. In particular, unjust 
verdicts were not reversed and misjudged cases were not redressed through imple- 
mentation of policy, and order sas not brought out of chaos ideologically and 
politically. As a result, some comrades were rehabilitated, but there was no 
distinction between right and wrong over matters of major principle. Some cadres 
were reinstated but they were not trusted in terms of thoughts and feelings, and 
many of these comrades were not happy. Thus, rehabilitation actually had not 
been accomplished. Yet it was against this background that eight counties in 
the prefecture wrote summing-up reports saying policy had been implemented and 
wrongs had been redressed, and that they were ready to close down their policy- 
implementing offices; other counties reported that they had redress:d all wrongs 
and were waiting for the higher level to check on the results. Implewentation 
of policy and the redressing of wrongs came to a standstill in the prefecture. 
The prefectural party committee took the view that the fundamental reason for 
this state of affairs was that discussion of practice as the only criterion of 
truth was not launched, the "Great Cultural Revolution” was not thoroughly ne- 
gated, people were not liberated from the "two whatevers," and the mistakes made 
by the former chief responsible person on the provincial party committe in re- 
sisting the decision of the Third Plenum were not criticized. The result was 
that the guiding thought was not straightened out as far as implementation of 
policy was concerned, and the line, principles, and policies [laid down] since 
the Third Plenum were not taken as the criteria. For this reason, the meeting 
was held mainly for the purpose of criticizing leftist influence, bringing order 
out of chaos, and solving the epistemological problems of impleaenting policy 
and redressing wrongs. 


As the beginning of the meeting, Prefectural Party Committee First Secretary 
Zhang Shuguarig [1728 2562 0342} and the comrades in attendance studied the “Res- 
olution" adopted by the Sixth Plenum, the communique of the Third Plenum, and 
the relevant portions of Comrade Ye Jianying's [1728 2562 0342] National Day 
speech. They criticized the “two whatevers"™ and the mistakes made by the former 
chief responsible person on the provincial party committee, who had resisted the 











decisions of the Third Plenum. Further, the first secretary put forward 10 ques- 
tions to enable comrades to understand the significance and methods of implement- 
ing policy and redressing wrongs. The 10 questions were: Why is is necessary to 
implement policy? What are unjust verdicts and misjudged cases? What are the 
causes of so many unjust verdicts and misjudged cases? Where are the unjust ver- 
dicts and misjudged cases to be found? How Toon we] to find them in the "Great 
Cultural Revolution"? How are we to find them in the various political movements 
prior to the cultural revolution? What is the criterion for implementing policy? 
What are the criteria for unjust verdicts and misjudged cases? What should be 
done to reverse unjust verdicts and redress wrongs? What are the basic methods 
for implementing policy? After conscientious study and discussion, the comrades 
in attendance deepened their understanding of the line, principles, and policies 
laid down since the Third Plenum and of the "Resolution" adopted by the Sixth 
Plenum and discovered the gaps in redressing wrongs. They found that they were 
far from implementing policy and redressing "nearly all" wrongs. They came to 
realize that, if they did not regard the "Great Cultural Revolution" as entirely 
wrong and did not shake off the yoke of the "two whatevers," and that if they 

did not criticize the leftist mistakes made by the former chief responsible per- 
son on the provincial party committee, they would be unable to carry the policy 
through to the end. With this understanding, the comrades in attendance solved 
their problem of knowledge, heightened their political consciousness, and got a 
clear idea of the focal points. During the time the meeting took place, various 
counties (municipalities) brought out more than 70 major and important cases 

from the "Cultural Revolution" and the political movements prior to the "Cultural 
Revolution''--cases which cail for a complete reversal of the verdicts. 


How are we to quicken our steps in implementing policy and redressing wrongs? 

It was agreed that the first thing to do was to grasp the significance of this 
work. During the time the meeting took place, the prefectural party committee, 
besides conducting study, holding discussions, and raising the level of knowl- 
edge, brought to the meeting for discussion "the decision to reverse the verdict 
in the case of Hu Kaiming [5170 7030 2494], Ge Qi [5514 0796], and Jie Feng 
[6043 1496], and the decision to reverse the verdict on Liu Duo [0491 6995]. 
These cases which had far-reaching repercussions for the prefecture, involved 
many sides, and lasted a long time, were brought to the meeting for discussion 
with the object of pringing it home to all that implementing policy and redress- 
ing wrongs constituted the greatest step toward the goal of bringing order out 
of chaos. As to the methods to be adopted, the first thing to do was to combine 
leaders and masses. The leaders must take a firm, clear-cut stand. The work 
should be done jointly by efficient working squads and the masses of the people; 
it may not be done in an isolated way and, still less, shrouded in mystery. 
Second, combine the general with the particular. Settle major cases for the 
purpose of increasing confidence, winning the confidence of the cadres and the 
masses, and advancing the work. The prefecture and county (municipal) committees 
reorganized their leading groups and offices for policy implementation, deter- 
mined the focal points to be grasped, and instituted a responsibility system. 
They will devote their time and energy to dealing with the main problems. In 
light of the fact that Zhangjiakou Prefecture has basically not developed the 
discussion of practice as the criterion of truth, Comrade Zhang Shuguang helped 
the meeting make up the lessons missed. He went a step further and guided the 
comrades in attendance to free themselves from the "two whatevers," go into the 
thick of realities and among the masses, and strive to implement policy and re- 
dress wrongs effectively. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


SHANGHAI PARTY MEETING TACKLES PROBLEM OF LAX LEADERSHIP 
Shanghai JIEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 3 Sep 81 p 1 


[NCNA: "Shanghai Party Meeting Discusses Urgent Problem of Strengthening Party 
Leadership on Ideological Front"] 


[Text] The CCP Shanghai Municipal Committee held a meeting of cadres on 25-29 August 
to transmit and discuss the decision made at the national symposium on questions on 
the ideological front. It was agreed that the decision made by the symposium to 
strengthen party leadership and change the lax leadership on the ideological front 

is very important and opportune, that the decision grasps the crucial point of the 
matter, and that overcoming lax leadership will certainly give a powerful impetus to 
the study and implementation of the decisions of the Sixth Plenum and development 

of the excellent situation prevailing since the Third Plenum. 


The meeting was presided over by Comrade Chen Guodong [7115 0948 2767], first 
secretary of the municipal committee. He transmitted to the attending comrades the 
speeches by Comrade Deng Xiaoping and Comrade Hu Yaobang. He said: "The national 
symposium on questions on the ideological front was an inevitable continuation of and 
supplement to the Sixth Plenum. Lax leadership on the ideological front is a wide- 
spread phenomenon, and Shanghai is no exception. This question is found not only 

on the ideological front but also on other fronts, only under different circumstances, 
of a different nature, and in different degrees. As far as the municipal committee 
leadership is concerned, there is a question of laxity on the ideological front. 
Though study and discussion we should correctly apply the weapon of criticism and 
self-criticism, unify thinking, bring about further unity, change the laxity in 
ideological leadership, overcome the trend of bourgeois liberalism, rouse overselves 
and do our economic work and other aspects of work with better results." 


Deputy secretary of the municipal committee Chen Yi [7115 3085] gave an account of 

the national symposium on questions on the ideological front. He said: '"Laxity in 
leadership does exist on various fronts. By pointing it out promptly, the Central 
Committee is sounding the warning to us in connection with ideological work. Criticism 
of "Bitter Love’ is justified because it represents a social trend of thought, an 
erroneous trend, and it is not right to let it take its own course." He emphasized 


the need to unfold criticism and self-criticism in theory, literature and art, and 
press circles so that criticism and self-criticism will form a habit and practice 
in our everyday work and life. 











Present at the meeting were responsible party cadres from departments, committees 

and staff offices, and ward and county bureaus, responsible cadres from land, sea 

and air force units stationed in Shanghai, and some of the party cadres from literature 
and art, theory and press departments, and institutes of higher learning, totalling 

685 persons. The attending comrades conscientiously studied the speeches of Comrades 
Deng Xiaoping, Hu Yaobang, and Hu Qiaomu [5170 0829 2606]. They spoke out freely 
during the 4 and 1/2 days of discussion. It was generally agreed that the question 

on the ideological front was raised correctly and sharply by the Central Committee 

and that the matter was of significance in guiding various fronts in strengthening 

and improving their ideological leadership. In light of reality the attending comrades 
presented manifestations of lax leadership on the ideological front and made a pre- 
liminary analysis of the roots of this state of affairs. They conducted criticism 

and self-criticism. 

They agreed that after the smashing of the "gang of four," and particularly since 
the Third Plenum, the situation has been good and there have been distinct achieve- 
ments in Shanghai's work on the ideological front. But laxity in ideological leadership 
is indeed a widespread phenomenon. For instance, some comrades have an erroneous way 

of thinking--"plant more flowers and less thorns"--and the vulgar habit of keeping 

on good terms with everybody. They dare not criticize speeches that violate the four 
basic principles and do nothing to stop unhealthy tendencies and evil practices. 

Some party organizations do not investigate and study current trends of bourgeois 
liberalism that break away from party leadership and the socialist path. They let 

these trends take their own course, launch no stern criticism and struggle, and take 

no measures to overcome them. This attitude is extremely harmful to the implementation 
of party policies and the progress of the four modernizations. To change this state 

of laxity in leadership is now an urgent task on the ideological front. 


The attending comrades analyzed the roots of this laxity in ideological leadership. 
They took the view that only by conscientiously unfolding criticism and self- 
criticism can understanding be unified and can party organizations be made strong. 
They were of the opinion that while our party has fighting strength, one important 
reason why criticism and self-criticism cannot be unfolded normally lies in the 
aftermath of the 10-year civil war. Some comrades said: ‘Cooking up charges and 
organizing converging attacks during the 'great culturai revolution’ formed a fixed 
pattern: naming the person, launching a converging attack, striking down. This 
pattern has left a deep impression in the mind. Now criticism of a person, a thing 
or a work immediately produces a reflex: instead of pondering over whether the 
criticism is justified or not, one resents and opposes criticism. Some take the 
wrong view that launching criticism means coming down with a big stick, and set 
criticism against the "double-hundred" policy. Now it is very difficult to unfold 
criticism, and even more so two unfold self-criticism. Without doing away with these 
negative effects, it is not possible to adopt a correct attitude toward criticism 
and self-criticism. We must conscientiously learn how to apply the weapon of criticism 
and self-criticism, further unify and improve our work." 


Many comrades talked about the necessity of waging a struggle between the two lines 
on the ideological front. We must continue to stamp out the effects of "leftist" 
guiding thought. At the same time, we must oppose the trend of bourgeois liberalism. 
The two are connected with each other, and one should not be over emphasized at the 
expense of the other. We should pinpoint the problem wherever it is found, and 
concentrate forces to solve the main problem. We should suit the remedy to the 

case and seek truth from facts. 
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The meeting of party cadres has been temporarily adjourned. On return to their 

units the attending comrades will study further. In particular, in the case of 
literature and art, theory and press circles, a period of time will be set aside 

to transmit and study the spirit of the speeches by leading comrades of the Central 
Committee, to study manifestations of lax leadership in light of reality, to sum up 
and check the .esults of study, to unfold criticism and self-criticism, and to propose 
measures for making improvements. On that basis, the meeting of party cadres will 

be resumed. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


CHANGE IN LAX LEADERSHIP ON IDEOLOGICAL FRONT EMPHASIZED 
Shanghai JIEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 1 Sep 81 pp 1-2 


[Article by JIEFANG RIBAO commentator: "Urgent Problem of Strengthening Party 
Leadership--On Changing the Lax Leadership on the Ideological Front" ] 


[Text] Shortly after the historically momentous Sixth Plenum of the 1lth Party 
Congress was over and at a time when the whole party, the whole army, and the people 
of all nationalities were studying the "Resolution on Certain Questions in the History 
of the Party Since the Founding of the Nation," the Propaganda Department of the 
Central Committee, on the basis of a decision of the Central Committee, held a national 
Symposium on questions on the ideological front. The symposium proposed the strength- 
ening of party leadership on the ideological front and changing the lax leadership. 
The strengthening of party leadership is an urgent question as well as an important 
guarantee for the further implementation of the decision of the Sixth Plenum. We 
should fully recognize the momentous significance of this symposium, conscientiously 
study Comrade Deng Xiaoping's and Comrade Hu Yaobang's speeches, resolutely implement 
the decision of the symposium, enthusiastically unfold criticism and self-criticism, 
and strive to overcome erroneous tendencies. 


The lax leadership on the ideological front, as pointed out by the symposium, is a 
widespread phenomenon witnessed in recent years. It is nationwide, and Shanghai is 
no exception. After the smashing of the "gang of four," and particularly since the 
Third Plenum, the party has continued to point to questions on the ideological front. 
Leading bodies have achieved distinct success and all departments on the ideological 
front, including the press, theory, publication, literary and art and education 
circles, have scored great achievements. The vast majority of comrades working with 
these departments are good and hard-working. Party policies pursued since the Third 
Plenum are correct and firm. Certain trends of adopting oversimplified and crude 
methods in our work have been found. These trends cannot be denied or overlooked. 

It is necessary to continue to overcome these tr2nds and to make improvements. A 
question that demands our attention is the trend of bourgeois liberalism. The core 
of liberalism consists in ovposing party leadership and breaking away from the 
socialist orbit. Liberalism is manifested in various forms. Some people take "govern 
by doing nothing" as the universal principle, attempting to shake off party leadership. 
The writers of some works which produced very bad social effects do not agree with 
criticism leveled by critics and even represent earnest criticism by leading comrades 
of the Central Committee as "marking out a forbidden area in disguised form." Some 
people advocate absolute freedom of public opinion, and speech and performance free 
of any restriction; they refuse to take "blossoming of all flowers and contending 
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of all schools of thought" as the guiding principle. Some writers permit praise but 
not criticism. Some works which clearly violate the four basic principles are not 
open to criticism. There are those who admire these writers, back them up, sympathize 
with them when criticized, and accuse the critics of “rude interference" and "coming 
down with a big stick." Those who admire Western bourgeois democracy and seek 
absolute freedom find support among certain young students. And so oi and so forth. 
Yet, the trouble does not lie in this phenomenon of liberalism. What is serious is 
that some of our party organizations turn a blind eye to these phenomena. Either 
they pay no attention to them or they are overcautious and powerless against them. 
They do not launch criticism and education and do not take effective measures to 
overcome these phenomena. In a word, party leadership is lax and weak. For this 
reason, the problem of strengthening party leadership on the ideological front and 
changing the lax leadership is confronting us and must be solved. 
















The change in lax leadership as proposed by the national symposium is of important 
guiding significance not only to the ideological front but also to overall ideological 
work. How is it that after a lapse of nearly 5 years since the smashing of the “gang 
of four, our party style and social practices have not taken a fundamental turn for 

the better? How is it that in some localities, departments and units, comrades who 
Support the lines laid down since the Third Plenum and comrades who work hard and 

with success, dare to uphold principle and justice and dare to fight erroneous speeches 
and erroneous tendencies and evil practics, are isolated? While the causes are complex, 
lax leadership on the ideological front is an important root. Evidently, lax ideologi- 
cal leadership ‘s widespread not only on the ideological front but on other fronts as 
well, only under different circumstances, of a different nature and in different 
degrees. Therefore, the urgent problem to be tackled in order to strengthen and 
improve party leadership is to change the lax ideological leadership. Otherwise, 

lax leadership is bound to hinder implementation of the party's line and policies and 
the decisions of the Sixth Plenum and is bound to discourage people from rousing 
themselves to achieve the four modernizations with one heart; this will exercise a 
serious, undesirable influence on our work 



























Our party has great fighting strength and has always worked with outstanding success. 
The cause of the current laxity of ideological leadership cannot be simply attributed 
to the "great cultural revolution." Undeniably, it is one of the aftermaths of the 
10-year civil war. To put it in a nutshell, the aftermath is a sort of reaction to 
the enlarging of the scope of class struggle and to the excessive struggle--"brutal 
struggle and ruthless attack." The "great cultural revolution" has taught people a 
lesson which is so deep that sometimes people will act counter to it and overcorrect. 
Under the guidance of the "left" ideology, things were frequently elevated to the 
plane of principle and class struggle. Now, over questions which undoubtedly concern 
right and wrong in major principle, people dare not wage a tit-for-tat struggle and 
launch righteous criticism. People dare not uphold the four basic principles and 
have misgivings about the correct and necessary criticism and self-criticism lest 
they be accused of "coming down with a big stick" and "attacking people." They 

dare not do something against violations of party discipline and state laws. No 
wonder ideological leadership is lax and weak. 


Laxity has its current social root. Lately we have pursued a policy of lifting 
restrictions economically and opened our door to foreign countries culturally. 
This course of action is entirely necessary. We can't build socialism with our 
eyes closed and our ears stopped. But opening our door to foreign countries will 
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bring in bourgeois ideological influence. Changes in our economic policy and economic 
reform cannot but exercise their influence over our cultural life and spiritual 

life. In addition, while in terms of guiding thought we have fulfilled the task of 
bringing order out of chaos, in terms of concrete tasks we still have to make sustained 
efforts to bring order out of chaos. Confronted with different external influences 
and complicated circumstances, some of our leading comrades don't know where they 
stand, can't think in clear terms, and can't take firm action. We often speak of the 
need to study new conditions and solve new problems. In fact, these new conditions 
and problems are bound to arise in the process of concluding the "great cultural 
revolution" and bringing order out of chaos, and will have to be studied and resolved 
by us. 


We should take the sober view that iaxity of ideological leadership has much to do 
with the mental state of our party organizations and leading cadres. True, as far 
as the majority of leading cadres are concerned, their mental state is good and 
their work is firmly grasped with remarkable success. But there is no denying that 
the bureaucratic phenomenon of assuming no responsibility does exist. Not a few of 
them simply do nothing but "drink tea, smoke and drift along aimlessly." In particular, 
some comrades are imbued with vulgar habits; they are afraid of offending people 
and hurting people's feelings and want to keep on good terms with everybody. These 
comrades are most afraid of contradictions and are ever prepared to keep away from 
them. Some of them believe in the "art of cultivating relations."' Imbued with 
unhealthy habits, their back is not strong. They are unable to rouse themselves to 
fight unhealthy tendencies, evil practices and erroneous trends. 


Changing the laxity of our party's ideological leadership is urgently called for in 
order to overcome the trend of bourgeois liberalism, rectify the party and rectify 
social habits and customs and in order to strengthen and improve party leadership, 
unite good people and build the socialist material and spiritual civilization. To 
meet this demand, leading bodies of the party must, first of all, fully know the 
utmost importance of strengthening the ideological leadership of the party. At the 
same time, they must be in a good mental state. Having gained a clear understanding 
and roused themselves, what method should they adopt? The method to be adopted is 

to apply the weapon of criticism and self-criticism effectively and to revive and 
carry forward the party's fine tradition of criticism and self-criticism. Against 
the social trends of thought and erroneous trends that attempt to shake off party 
leadership and break away from the socialist orbit, and practice bourgeois liberalism 
and unhealthy practices, stern and concrete criticism and necessary and appropriate 
struggles must be launched. Not daring to criticize mistakes or refraining from 
criticizing mistakes--such are the marks of lax ideological leadership. When it comes 
to reviving the fine tradition of our party, many comrades often remember only "seeking 
truth from facts," and do not remember “building close ties with the masses" and 
"unfolding criticism and self-criticism." The three fine traditions canrot be cut 
apart. Without building close ties with the masses and unfolding the unnecessary 
criticism and struggle, "seeking truth from facts" is idle talk. Correct criticism 
and self-criticism not only help overcome erroneous trends but also strengthen unity 
on the basis of upholding the four basic principles. To be sure, taking a firm stand 
and pulling oneself together does not mean acting without thought, making a violent 
stir or launching indiscriminate criticism and attack. Acting rashly, making a 
violent stir and launching indiscriminate criticism and attack do not constitute a 
firm stand; on the contrary, they only make things worse. 
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"To conduct idec \ogical education is the central link in the chain of uniting the 
whole party in waging a great political struggle." Our party has the fine tradition 
of strong ideological leadership and a wealth of experience in this respect. All of 
our party organizations, our leading cadres and Communist Party members should con- 
scientiously study and imbibe the spirit of Comrade Deng Xiaoping's speech and Comrade 
Hu Yaobang's speech. When studying these speeches they should examine themselves in 
light of the speeches, identify manifestations of lax leadership, analyze the roots of 
laxity and suggest measures for making improvements. By so doing they will bring the 
decision of the national symposium on ideological questions into their work. In this 
way, the laxity in ideological leadership will certainly be changed quickly and our 
literary and art work and the work of all professions will certainly be able to move 
forward along the socialist path and achieve greater success. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


POLICIES WHICH PROMOTE SOCIALIST DEMOCRATIZATION URGED 
Shijiazhuang HEBEI RIBAO in Chinese 9 Sep 81 p 4 


{Article by Liu Tuyao [0491 0960 1031]: "Make a Great Effort to Realize Socialist 
Democratization" ] 


[Text] The building of socialism is an enterprise unparalleled in history, and the 
appearance of some mistakes and setbacks is hard to avoid. However, in summing up 
the experience of history, one cannot but consider: Why is it that we have not been 
able to make less of the same kind of mistakes but, rather, have caused avoidable 
mistakes to become unavoidable and caused mistakes that ought to have been rectified 
immediately to be left unrectified for a long period of time, leading to the all- 
embracing, long-term serious error of the "Great Cultural Revolution"? There is not 
only one cause of this. However, the fact that the normal democratic life of the 
party and the nation has been damaged, and the necessary criticism and supervision 
of leadership work by the broad masses of cadres and the masses has been lost, cannot 
but be an important cause. Practice has already clearly proven that whenever demo- 
cratic life is comparatively normal, the masses’ spirit of being the masters of their 
own destiny is displayed rather fully, and our cause Pruspers; advances, and is con- 
tinually victorious. Whenever democratic life is not normal, the masses’ initiative 
is inhibited, and our enterprise advances only with difficulty, and even meets with 
setbacks and failures. The logic behind this is very clear: scientific socialism is 
not the arbitrary creation of a minority of “enthusiastis." Lenin expressed it well: 
"A vigorous, creative socialism is one established by the masses themselves." 
("Complete Works of Lenin" Vol 26 p 269) 


In order to realize socialist modernization in our country, it is necessary for us 
first to possess the characteristic of socialist democracy. If there is no socialist 


democracy, then there is no socialist modernization. Modernization can only be realized 


under the conditions of stability and unity. In that case, is it possible to be in 
favor of stability and unity and not promote democracy? It is not. So-called 
stability and unity are a dialectical unity of democracy and concentration of power, 
freedom and discipline, and are a vivid, vital aspect of politics. They are not a 
reign of silence, a pond of stagnant water; nor are they that false unity where, 

on the surface, all are at the beck and call of a few, and the masses agree as one 
voice, while in reality they share the same bed with different dreams, united in 
appearance but different in spirit. We must see that at the present stage the biggest 


and most important contradiction we face is the internal contradiction among the people. 


A good many of the unstable elements in society are given rise to, and aggravated by, 
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this internal contradiction among the people. The problem of how to deal correctly 
with all kinds of internal contradictions among the people, in order to promote the 
internal unity of the people, and consolidate and enlarge a unified, patriotic front, 
is a great and extremely important question affecting the preservation of stability 
and unity. Using the method of coercion, and engaging in the practice of "I oppress, 
you obey" can only produce an effect that is the opposite of what we want. Only by 
using democratic methods, proceeding from a basis of the wish for unity, guiding 
people to keep themselves within the scope of the socialist legal system, discipline, 
and virtue, sorting out the relationships between individual and collective, partial 
and total, and immediate advantage and long-term advantage, and creating a political 
prospect having both discipline and freedom, both unity of purpose and individual 


happiness, can our unity be consolidated and our country's security have a firm 
foundation. 


If we want to organize a population of 1 billion and embark upon a path of Chinese- 
style modernization, then we cannot separate ourselves from the correct leadership 

of the Communisc Party. Does our being in favor of strengthening the party's leader- 
ship imply doing away with democracy? Of course not. The nature of our party 
determines that the task of the party is to lead the worker class and the various 
nationalities of our people to attain democracy, develop democracy, and build a new 
socialist life, and its mission is decidedly not to do away with democracy or suppress 
democracy. The party's position and mission in the new period cause us to need 
democracy more than at any other time in the past, and it is all the more necessary 
for it to come from supervision and criticism by the masses. For many years in the 
past, the guiding ideology of the "left" caused our party's line for a time to deviate 
from the path of Marxism, and feudalism and petty bourgeois diseases took the oppor- 
tunity to enter into the organism of the party. The bad tendencies of autocratisn, 
arbitrary decisions by individuals, and worship of the individual spread, and incorrect 
practices such as enjoying special privileges and securing advantages through pull 
became rampant. Among patriarch-type personages, the relationship between leaders 
and those led tended to become that of oil and water, or between cat and mouse, so 
that some became merely appendages of others. In this way, could the masses be led 

to struggle conscientiously for the four modernizations? The lessons of the past 

tell us that, for any place, once democracy has been done away with, and no one dares 
to speak the truth, then false words, empty words, and conventional formulas will 
engulf and cheat us. If there is no longer anyone to offer his own opinions, then 
flatterning and fawning ways and eulogies in praise of others will surround and 
eclipse us. Then, the party organization will separate itself from the masses and, 
like Antaeus in Greek mythology leaving the earth, will be hard pressed to avoid 
failures and setbacks. In order to strengthen the party's leadership, it is necessary 
to reform the party's leadership. If we are to allow the leading bodies of the party 
and the nation to serve the people always, and prevent their changing from being the 
"servants of society" to being the “owners of society," we must cause the leadership 
system of the party and our working methods to adapt better to the needs of the new 
situation and the new tasks. We must restore and promote the party's excellent 
tradition and practice of seeking truth from facts and the mass line, which in the 
life of the party and the nation must be put into effect in a fully democratic way. 


To realize the four modernizations, we must not only make a great effort to develop 
our productive forces, we must certainly change in many respects those production 
relations and superstructures that are not suited to the development of our productive 
forces. This kind of extensive, thoroughgoing social revolution, without a liberation 
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in thinking on the part of the people of the entire country, is fundamentally 
unpracticable, and a liberation in thinking can only be accomplished in the context 

of a normal democratic life. Our party his defined a developed and perfect socialist 
democracy to be the important component required for us to struggie towards the 
accomplishment of our general goals in the new period, and this view has great fore- 
sight. In our country, if there is not a high level of democratization politically, 
and if we do not pool the widom and efforts of everyone on the basis of a high level 
of democracy, then we will not be able to realize the four modernizations. Since the 
Third Plenary Session of the party's 1lth Central Committee, we have already done a 
great deal of solid work to promote socialist democracy. However, our democracy and 
our legal system are still far from perfect. We are, in the course of actual practice, 
in the midst of groping our way towards their creation, and a vast effort is still 
required to achieve a high level of democracy. For this reason, the viewpoint that 
"at present there is too much democracy; it ought to be stopped" is totally without 
foundation. Developing a high level of socialist democracy as defined by the party, 
and the correct policy of a perfected so :ialist legal system, must be carried out 
resolutely, and there cannot be any wavering. Of course, the realization of a high 
level of socialist democratization requires a process. Socialist democracy is a newly- 
developed thing that has been produced on the basis of socialist economy, and it is 
not possible for it to transcend other conditions, particularly economic conditions, 
and exist or develop alone. It, and economic development, are necessarily interdepen- 
dent, and influence each other. A backward economy or a backward culture are the 
material causes of a people's failure to acquire an understanding of democracy or 
democratic habits. At the present stage we have far from reached the level where 

all workers participate directly in the management of the state. Speaking fundamentally, 
this fact is inseparable from the following two conditions: one is the fact that the 
development of our productive forces has still far from reached the level of enabling 
every member of society, aside from engaging in material production, to still have 
sufficient time to engage in the work of managing the state; second, the dissemination 
of culture and science has still far from reached the level of making all members of 
society qualified for the work of managing the state. Only with a socialist economy 
and cultural development can we heighten the level of training in democracy for the 
entire people, thus creating the necessary prerequisite for their actual participation 
in managing the work of the state and society. 


This is not to say, however, that because our country's leve) of economic and cultural 
development at present is still comparatively low, democratic reform can come to a 
halt. Still less can it be used as a reason for some people not to promote democracy 
or, even, to trample on the democratic rights the people ought to have. But it is 

to say that our reforms of democratization must proceed from the basis of the actual 
situation in our country, and proceed so as to complement economic and cultural 
development. We must adopt policies that are both positive and reliable, and proceed 
gradually with the proper leadership, the proper procedure, and the proper measures. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


NEW APPROACHES TO IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL WORK DISCUSSED 
Tianjin TIANJIN RIBAO in Chinese 2 Oct 81 p 3 
[Article by Chong Shi [1504 1395]: "Sa Idological and Political Work"] 


[Text] I often hear some leading comrades in charge or political work say: Today, 
it is really difficult to get idological and political work done. "Old approaches 
have been invalidated, while new ones are not available. Soft approaches do not 
work, while hard ones are taboo." To those who first hear this popular saying, it 
seems reasonable. But a careful study will prove it false. 


Let me first analyze the “old" and “new” approaches. In the history of our party, 
there are two experiences, positive and negative, in doing ideological and political 
work which fall in the category of old approaches. During the 10-year turmoil, Lin 
Biao and the “gang of four" brought disaster to the nation and the people through 
the launching of "mass criticism as a starting point" and through the “analysis of 
the line." These are old approaches or negative historical experiences which should 
be invalidated at a time when efforts are being made to eliminate chaos and restore 
order. Some approaches that were formerly valid, such as “contrast our past bitter- 
ness with our present happiness," can no longer be copied and used today because 

the objects of our ideological and political work have undergone changes. Even if 
they are used again, they will not be acceptable to youths. Nor will they produce 
any positive results. Some people say that the “regular weapons" of our ideological 
and political work need to be renovated. This is true. In addition, there are 

many other old but correct approaches in our stock which remain valid not only today 
but also for the future. Among them are "mutual assistance in the ideological 
field," “heart-to-heart talks at home," “emphasis on the commendable aspects of 
life," “exemplary models act as a guide," “education through exemplary personal 
conduct" and "commanders must lead the way." Therefore, the general allegation that 
"all old approaches have been invalidated" is not entirely true. 


But reliance on old approaches alone is not wise. This is why many new approaches 
should be invented through the study of the new situaticu, new developments, and 
new problems. It is gratifying to note that a large number of our comrades are now 
engaged in this form of research. Some of them are embarking on experimentation 
emphasizing the simultaneous settlement of both ideological and practical problems. 
Some are engaging in research on how to closely coordinate the implementation of 
political work with economic work. Some have introduced psychology and behavorial 
science as part of ideological and political work, through a search for ways to 
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carry out this work in a scientific way. Thorough, meticulous, and effective 
efforts are now being made by their units to develop ideological and political 
work. Those comrades who complain that "new approaches are not available" for our 
ideological and political work are in need of this type of aggressive spirit. 


Next, let me analyze the “soft" and “hard" approaches. Actually, there are only 
positive and negative, not soft or hard, approaches to the implementation of 
ideological and political work. It is inappropriate to call political lessons, 
interviews with people, and lectures soft approaches and the development of 
criticism and necessary struggle and even disciplinary action hard approaches. In 
this connection, the idea that “soft approaches are ineffective and hard approaches 
are taboo" is also illogical. The reason for this is that lectures using the power 
of persuasion and reasoning not only are necessary but also should be given with 
pride. Today, in the eyes of some people, politics, the future of our motherland, 
and the ideals of humanity mean nothing. It appears to them that Marxism is no 
longer as popular with the people as it was in the past. In light of this situa- 
tion, can education ii Marxism be ignored? Moreover, in dealing with erroneous 
ideological tendencies such as the bourgeois laissez-faire trend, we can no longer 
adopt the approach of exaggerating minor issues to the maximum or carrying out 
struggles without authorization. Taking this approach may get us into trouble. 

But we may also get into trouble if we adopt a hands-off policy and let such tend- 
encies drift freely. We must adopt correct and positive [approaches], rather than 
soft and hard approaches, to the implementation of ideological and political work. 
Much less can we adopt inappropriate or wrong approaches. 


In the course of exploring new approaches, we mst uphold the principle of the 

mass line. Ideological and political work is massive work rather than a one-man 
show. It is in need of a mighty contingent of workers, under the guidance of an 
elite force selected by the masses, and with the participation of everyone in the 
implementation of ideological work. Many more approaches can be made available if 
party organizations, trade unions, and CYL organizations are mobilized to do the 
job. Our task is to develop, sum up, and promote new approaches. Only by doing 

so can we have more options open to us in the effective implementation of ideo- 
logical and political work. The present problem is whether we should start up the 
machinery to search for new approaches or simply passively wait for their arrival. 
These are two diametrically opposed states of mind. If comrades--especially lead- 
ing comrades in charge of political work--support fromthe bottom of their hearts the 
Line, principles, and policies adopted since the party's Third Plenum, they will 
certainly contact the masses cheerfully for new approaches. If they still have 
misgivings about the party's line, principles, and policies today, they will 

"sigh first before opening their mouths." Can we expect them to embark on a 
voluntary search for new approaches? Let all of us strive to study and search for 
good approaches to the implementation of ideological and political work, in response 
to the party's call for a strengthening of leadership on the ideological front. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION PROMPTS DISCUSSION OF CONSTITUTIONS 

Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 13, 19, 20 Oct 81 

[13 Oct 81 p 5] 

[Article by Zhou Xinming [G719 2450 6900]: “Learning About Constitutions, I"] 


[Text] The Constitutional Refom: Committee of the National 
People's Congress is now in the process of revising the 
present Constitution of the PRC. The revision will in due 
course be submitted to all the people for discussion. Con- 
sonant with this particularly important work, we have invited 
Comrades Zhou Xinming and Li Buyun [2621 2975 0061] of the Law 
Institute, the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, to give 

in a somewhat systematic way an introduct‘on to the subject 

of constitutions, The Editor. 


The Origin of Constitutions 


We find the term "xian fa" [laws, constitution] even as early as in the ancient 
literature of our country. For instance, in the "Book of History" it says: "Give 
careful attention to the perfect ‘xian’ of the ancient rulers." in the "Discourses 
of the Kingdoms" it says: "To reward good deeds and punish evil, that is the 
country's ‘xian fa.'" However, in these cases the term used means “laws,” and not 
the country's basic law. Ancient Rome used the term "constitution" to mean the 
emperor's various organizational institutions, proclamations and edicts, and not the 
country's basic law. In the Middle Ages in Europe, feudal monarchs at times 
suffered pressure from powerful feudal lords and reached agreements with them 

on charters which had the nature of contracts, stipulating clearly certain rights, 
the remission of certain duties and the promise of abstaining from violations. 

Once this kind of charter was made public, the monarch was not to change or revise 
it arbitrarily, and chis is frequently regarded as a kind of basic law. However, 
in actual fact the monarchs of the feudal era did not conscientiously keep their 
word. On the contrary, in the 17th century autocratic rule in Europe had gotten 

so bad that the promises given by the monarchs amounted to almost nothing more than 
scraps of paper. This is to say, that the feudal states of Europe during the 
Middle Ages had no basic laws. 


Written constitutions in the modern sense came about in the revolutionary struggle 
of the bourgeoisie against feudalism. In 1620, about 100 English Puritans escaped 
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the unbearable persecutions of King James I, and on their voyage to the new con- 
tinent of North America on the Mayflower drew up a simple covenant (the “Mayflower 
Compact") which constituted an agreement on the way they would set up their state 
in America. The covenant was signed by the entire company and is generally ack- 
nowledged as the origin of written constitutions in the modern sense. 


Later, English colonists in North America drew up the "Fundamental Orders of 
Connecticut," which were passed by the vote of the entire assembly and which 
acknowledged that the ultimate authority rests with all the people, that officials 
are to be elected by the people, setting up local self-government and stipulating 
that the enjoyment of civil rights mest not be restricted due to financial or 
religious considerations. Some call the "Fundamental Orders" the first perfect 
constitution in North America. However, the North American colonies were at that 
time under the jurisdiction of England, so the "Fundamental Orders of Connecticut" 
had to be submitted to the English king, King Charles II, for approval and thus 
became a charter issued by the English king. Most of the constitutions promulgated 
by the states of North America after attaining their independence contain 
"Declarations of Rights," which list the various freedoms to be enjoyed by the 
people and also rights that cannot be infringed upon by ordinary laws, demonstrating 
that the force of the constitutional provisions was above that of the ordinary 
laws. The drafting and promulgation of the constitutions of the various states had 
to be determined in most cases by a special constituent assembly, which shows that 
the concept of distinguishing between constitutional authority and ordinary legis- 
lative authority had already taken shape. The Federal Constitution of the United 
States adopted in 1787 by the Philadelphia Constitutional Convention has all the 
characteristics of a country's basic law and is therefore the first written con- 
stitution, in the modern sense, in the world. 


In Europe, the famous "Declaration of Rights" was published in France in 1789. Two 
years later this declaration was made the preamble of the French Constitution of 
1791. This was the first written constitution in Europe. Later, constitutional 
movements surged forward in all countries of Europe and constitutions sprang up 
like "bamboo shoots after the spring rain." According to statistics, in the period 
between 1800 and 1880 not less than 300 constitutions were drawn up or revised in 
the various countries of Europe. Later, all countries in the world regarded the 
European and American constitutions as blueprints for the drafting of their own 
constitutions, 


[19 Oct 81 p 5] 

{Article by Zhou Xinming [0719 2450 6900]: "Learning About Constitutions, II"] 
[Text] The Difference Between a Constitution and Ordinary Law 

A constitution and any ordinary law are of the same class character, both are ex- 
pressions of the will of the ruling class, but on the other hand they each have 
their own peculiarity. The difference between a constitution and an ordinary law 


is manifested mainly in three aspects: 


First, the constitution is a country's basic law which normally determines a 
country's social system and the basic principles of a country's institutions. For 
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instance, the 1954 Constitution of our country has, apart from the preamble, four 
chapters: the first chapter, "General Principles," the second chapter, "State 
Structure," the third chapter, “Basic Rights and Duties of the Citizens," the 
fourth thapter, "National Flag, National Emblem and the Capital." Orindary laws, 
on the other hand, determine problems concerning one particular aspect within the 
social system and the state institutions. For instance, the Marriage Law regulates 
only problems concerning marriages and family affairs. Because the constitution 
regulates the most basic and most important questions in the life of a country, 
it constitutes the legal foundation for the day-to-day activities of the legisla- 
tive organ. The constitution normally determines a country's legislative prin- 
ciples, and the legislative orga. bases itself on these principles in its day-to- 
day activities and thus draws up the various laws. 


Second, the constitution is the "mother law" and the ordinary law is the "child 
law." Compared with ordinary law, the constitution has higher legal force. Since 
the constitution determines the basis for all ordinary laws, it follows that the 
content of any ordinary law must conform with the provisions of the constitution. 
If there is a conflict between the provisions of an ordinary law and those of the 
constitution, it is the constitution that prevails and not the ordinary law in con- 
flict with the constitution. For instance, Article 98 of the Japanese Constitution 
stipulates: "The present Constitution is the supreme law of the state. All laws, 
orders, edicts and all other acts concerning state affairs which in total or in 
part conflict with the provisions of this Constitution are all invalid." 


Third, the procedure for the drawing up and revising the constitution is different 
from that applicable in the case of ordinary laws. Because the constitution deter- 
mines the country's social system and other important questions concerning the 
country's institutions, many countries establish special committees or commissions 
to draft and determine the constitution. For instance, the 1954 Constitution of 
our country was drafted by a special constitution drafting commission. The draft 
was then published by the Central People's Government Commission and after discus- 
sions among the entire people, it was examined and passed at the first session of 
the First National People's Congress. 


In order to ensure the stability of the constitution, many countries normally 
prescribe a special procedure for the revision of the constitution. There are of 
course also exceptions. For instance, in England the procedure for adopting and 
revising constitutional provisions is the same as that for ordinary laws. 
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[Article by Zhou Xinming [0719 2450 6900]: "Learning About Constitutions, III"] 
[Text] The Different Kinds of Constitutions 

According to different criteria, constitutions can be divided into different types. 
Taking as a criterion explicit codification, we may distinguish written and un- 
written constitutions. Written constitutions are generally in the form of one 


Single legal document, but some may consist of several legal documents, for in- 
stance the constitution of the French Third Republic consisted of three legal 
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documents promulgated from February to July, 1875. One which consists of various 
scattered legal documents and precedents without a separate legal document of its 
own, and thus called an unwritten constitution, is the English unwritten constitu- 
tion. Strictly speaking, written and unwritten are opposites. A written constitu- 
tion can also after a certain number of years have certain customary practices 
attached to it. For instance, the American Constitution had no clear provision that 
a person could not serve as president for a third term; but after Washington re- 
fused a third term as president, it became an established practice with the force 
of constitutional law that no person should serve as president for a third term. 
During World War II, Roosevelt broke this established practice when he was elected 
for a fourth term. In March 1947 the U.S. Congress amended the constitution (sic) 
to stipulate clearly that no person shall serve as president for more than two 
consecutive terms. Similarly, unwritten constitutions may also consist not only of 
established practices, but quite a number of them are written in laws. For instance, 
the English Constitution comprises in addition to the various estab.iished practices, 
also the Pecition of Rights Act of 1628, the Habeas Corpus Act of 1679, the Bill of 
Rights of 1689, the Act of Settlement of 1701, the Parliament Act of 1911, etc. 


Taking the procedure for amending the constitution as criterion, one may distin- 
guish soft and rigid constitutions, By soft constitutions we mean such that are of 
equal legal force as ordinary laws and have no different procedure for amendments 
as compared with ordinary laws. By rigid constftutions we mean those that are in 
legal force superior to ordinary laws and whose procedure for amendments is more 
difficult than that for ordinary laws. Unwritten constitutions are all soft con- 
stitutions, but written constitutions are not necessarily all rigid constitutions. 
For instance, the Italian Constitution of 1848 is a written constitution, but since 
it nowhere prescribes a special procedure for amendments, it must be ranked a soft 
constitution, The said constitution prescribes in its Article 8: "The king exer- 
cises the right of special pardons and reduction of penalties," while Article 830 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure prescribes: "The king proclaims general 
amnesties,"' which is in conflict with the provisions of the Constitution but still 
remains a valid law. 


Taking the organ that established the constitution as criterion, we may distinguish 
those decreed by imperial order, those that are the result of an agreement and con- 
stitutions established by the people. Constitutions set up by a monarch are called 
constitutions by imperial order. Constitutions by agreement are those established 
through an agreement between the monarch and the people or the people's represen- 
tatives. Constitutions established by the people are called people-established 
constitutions. Of the latter, there are again three types: constitutions estab- 
lished by the ordinary parliament, by a constituent assembly elected by the people, 
and those decided upon by the vote of the people. 


The above classifications, though pointing to various differences, are all formal- 
istic classifications. Recently, some foreign scholars of constitutional law use 
what they call "classifications of substance." They divide constitutions according 
to whether they are supreme constitutions or subordinate constitutions, federal 
constitutions or single-state constitutions, decentralizing constitutions or 
centralizing constitutions, republican constitutions or monarchical constitutions, 
and so forth. Actually, however, these are also in a way formalistic classifications. 
As to substance, we can only distinguish beourgeois constitutions and proletarian 
constitutions, constitutions of the capitalist type and of the socialist type. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


AGE-OLD EVIL PRACTICES MUST BE REMOVED 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 21 Oct 81 p 8 
[Article by Nan Qiqian [0589 7871 0467]: "Im the Face of the Present Situation" ] 


[Text] After reading the short novel "Thirty Million," two words with an exclama- 
tion mark appear in my mind: present situation! 


What is the present situation? Those who know their way around seem to have all 
roads open to them; those who adhere to principle find it hard to move a siugle 
step; those who want to institute reform find an invisible, meshed net-like 

fabric falling upon them, making it impossible for them to move. Some peopie have 
made this cynical remark: The Chinese Academy of Social Sciences should set up an 
"institute of social relations." Such a remark may be resentful, but it does 
pinpoint a center of infection in real life. 


In the face of the present situation, some people drift with the tide. Zhang 
Anping in "Thirty Million" is an example. Perhaps this man originally was not a 
bad cadre. But having long smelled a stink, he has become insensitive to it or 
has begun to like it as something really lovely. In fact, it is people like 
Zhang Anping who have brought about this "present situation." Ding Meng aptly 
criticized Zhang Anping: "In the present situation you have accumulated smuggled 
goods!...Each and all have their share...No wonder this ‘present situation’ is 
found in China!" The snowball is rolling bigger and bigger, and it is very diffi- 
cult to break a habit of long standing. Hasn't Zhang Anping contributed his part 
to this situation? 


In the face of the present situation, some people are fearful, insensitive, easy- 
going, or cynical. Being upright, they don't go after a stink like flies. They 
are dissatisfied with the present situation. Of course, their attitude is not a 
bad one. "Dissatisfaction is a wheel rolling upward, bringing with it dissatisfied 
people along the human road." But this way of being moved along the road pre- 
supposes one thing: [that people are] exerting themselves to reform. It is this 
boldness of vision that they lack, "This is the way it is everywhere, so nothing 
can be done." Since nothing can be done, then do nothing; this is the counter- 
measure taken by these people. "One single serious-minded person can do nothing." 
Since nothing can be done, then don’t be serious: such is their conclusion. As a 
result, their fighting will dissipates amid sighs and their courage disappears 
amid worries, Dissatisfaction only makes them withdraw courage against swift cur- 
rents. What is the use of this attitude regarding a change in the present situa- 
tion? 
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However, in the face of the present situation there appear more and more people who 
are honest, enthusiastic, and firm like Ding Meng. They, too, are dissatisfied 

with the present situation, but they do not lose their self-confidence. "We cannot 
but have faith in China. We cannot but have faith in ourselves. We don't believe 
that those filthy things in society will spread unchecked." Self-confidence is the 
source of strength. One who has self-confidence has the courage to make persistent 
efforts to change nature. How can one who has no faith in himself expect others to 
have faith in him? They, too, are dissatisfied with the present situation, but they 
do not shirk their responsibility. "To change 11 this, we need a little something-- 
that is, work."' Only work can change the weak into the strong, change perfunctory 
attitudes into serious attitudes, and change the insensitive into the clear-minded. 
And only work can make wicked things run into snags everywhere and ensure smooth 
sailing for those who adhere to principle. The age-old malpractice is like a moun- 
tain. If you don't move it, how can it be eliminated? The Foolish Old Man could 
move God because, first, he had self-confidence, and second, he was determined not 
to stop until the mountain was moved Ding Meng has these qualities. Can't those 
who are dissatisfied with the present situation and who want to change the present 
situation gain enlightenment from this? 


Habit and the present situation often bind one's mind tightly. Speaking of the 
"present situation," one has to go beyond the limit of the "present situation" and 
look at history. Inasmuch as we were able to change the status quo in the dark 
old society that lasted several thousand years, can it be said that we are power- 
less against the stink emitting from the corpse of the old society? History moves 
forward amid dissatisfaction and reform. China has a great future. To change the 
present situation, efforts will have to be made by those who are determined to 
institute reform. The posture one should assume in the present situation is a 
matter of choice for everybody. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


EFFECTS OF GREED, CORRUPTION DISCUSSED 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 20 Oct 81 p 8 
[Article by Li Jiazhuang [2621 1367 8369]: "Greed and Corruption") 


[Text] The labor reform criminal Yu Tianzhang [0060 1131 4545] fled to nine cities 
and counties, he violated the trust and “assistance” of several tens of party, 
administrative and military department cadres. He swindled over 28,000 yuan in state 
property. (see RENMIN RIBAO 31 July) As far as we cadres are concerned, this affair 
has really been a great mockery and humiliation. The main factor behind Yu Tianzhang's 
ability to obtain the trust and "support" of so many cadres was the fact that he gave 
gifts to the cadres concerned. He gave gifts of food, drink and articles for use. 
Because of this, the mouths of all of us cadres became "mute" and our eyes "blind." 
"The mouths of those who eat off others become weak and the hands of those who 

take from others become weak."' These words sound superficial and vulgar, actually 
their meaning is profound. Aren't similar situations often seen in actual life? 

Some people, because they live off the food and drink of others, pay no heed to 

their consciences. They deliberately repress good and yield to evil. Others, living 
off someone else's food, make gifts of collective property. Even more extreme, 

those who are really greedy for food and drink think of that scoundrel as their 
trusted follower. Together with Liu Hewu [3177 0678 3064], he has undermined social- 
ism and become a criminal and pest eating away at the great structure of socialist 
economy. The case of Yu Tianzhang duping so many cadres into swindling from the 
state is representative of this. 


There is another kind of situation: When someone goes on business to Dongbei 
Prefecture and brings a little ginseng and tree mushroom to give to the leadership 
or when someone goes to Xinan Prefecture on a business trip he finds a way to take 
along a few bottles of maotai and a Shanghai ceremonial, the higher authorities are 
most appreciative. The lower levels obey them, they are kindred spirits and there is 
no need to denouce anyone. Those who give presents of food and drink to the leader- 
ship have gradually become the trusted followers of certain leaders. Therefore they 
will do whatever they say and grant whatever is requested. They can get letters of 
introduction whenever they want or pull strings as they please. "Those who offer 
tribute surely plan for the future." Some people depend on the trust of the higher 
authorities to swindle and bluff their way around while committing all kinds of 
outrages. Others rely on an organization's letter of introduction and a certain 
leader's prestige. They are morally degenerate and accumulate wealth through foul 
means. They have gone so far as to violate the law and have become criminals. Only 
at this point do these leaders begin to wake up to the reality of the situation. 
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Under our nation's present economic condition, greed and gluttony frequently become 
the means for harming others and oneself, for damaging the collective and the nation 
and even for violating the law. The nation's cadres should take warning. 


In order for us to shake off the weak and powerless state when engaged in a struggle 
against all unhealthy tendencies, we must first cleanse our mouths and hands. All 
those invitations to eat and drink, and the gift giving of subordinates to those on 
higher levels must stop completely. Otherwise, communication and management will 
become impossible. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


CORRECT IDEOLOGICAL WORK REQUIRES ENLIGHTENMENT, CRITICISM 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 19 Oct 81 p 5 


[Article by Zhang Xinde [1728 5281 1795]: “We Must Continue To Firmly Uphold the 
Policy of Enlightenment" ] 


[Text] The party Central Committee has proposed strengthening the leadership of 

the ideological front, launching a campaign of criticism and self-criticism and cor- 
recting the disorganized and lax state of affairs. This is absolutely correct, it 
is in keeping with the actual condition of our nation's ideological front. Never- 
theless, there are some comrades who consider that the disorganized and lax state 

of affairs that currently exists on the ideological front was created by the fact 
that in the preceeding stage emphasis was placed on upholding the policy of en- 
lightenment through ideological work. However, emphasis is now placed on engaging 
in criticism and this negates the policy of enlightenment. 


They are confusing the issue. 


Ideological and political work must uphold the policy of enlightenment, it cer- 
tainly is nothing new. In fact, as early as 1929, it was proposed in the well- 
known "Gutian Congress Resolution." For example, when discussing holding meetings 
within the party, the "Resolution" emphasized that it was necessary to “ensure that 
party members take an interest in attending meetings" and abolish the "feudalistic 
order of the meeting place.’ We must not rashly cut off or ridicule party members 
who occasionally wander from the subject or give erroneous speeches. "The chairman 
directed the congress to adopt sound techniques, to guide the direction of the 
people's discussion to focus on a particular problem, However, if there develops 

a significant topic that departs from the set topic, not only must we avoid putting 
a damper on their enthusiasm by holding them back, we also must appreciatively 
seize on the salient points of this development to introduce them to the people and 
set up a new topic for discussion. Only this type of conference will be full of 
vitality and only then will correct solutions be reached and, at the same time, 

the conference will then truly achieve the object of education. When dealing with 
propaganda work, the "Resolution" not only stressed that the content of propaganda 
must be accurate, it also pointed out that propaganda techniques must be suitable 
and easily accepted by the masses. When discussing political education, it em- 
phasized that people must be treated differently. Cadres and soldiers must be 
separated into different groups: the instruction method of elicitation is recom- 
mended for soldiers and the discussion method for cadres. The "Resolution" 
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stipulated that the corporal punishment and verbal abuse of soldiers should be 
abolished and encouraged exploring ideas and private talks. (See the Resolution of 
the Ninth Congress of the CCP Red Army Fourth Corps) In 1944, at the conference of 
the senior cadres in Xibei Bureau, the political department of the rear army reaf- 
firmed the spirit and basic requirements of the "Gutian Resolution." While 
Stressing that ideological and political work must steadfastly consider education 

to be primary, it was pointed out that: "Suppose we use the ‘way of might' in deal- 
ing with the enemy, then we must use the ‘benevolent way' toward comrades, soldiers, 
the people and friends. We attack and destroy the former; we respect and persuade 
the latter. If we do not learn to distinguish between the two, if mistakenly we 
now and then use the manner for dealing with the enemy on comrades, soldiers, 

the people and friends then that would be a terrible mistake." At present the 
reason we strongly suggest that ideological and political work uphold the policy 

of enlightenment is precisely to carry forward and develop the practice and require- 
ments of these traditions. 


The objective of proposing the policy of enlightenment is to improve methods for 
ideological and political work and thereby further strengthen ideological and 
political work. Since that period, due to the serious damage of the "gang of four" 
and the mistaken “leftist'' influence, our ideological and political work has been 
weakened. Unhealthy tendencies such as doing things in an oversimplified and crude 
way, being inflexible in attitude, disregarding methodology and using one's power 
to pressure others has been on the increase. In several units it is still quite 
serious. We strongly suggest the method of enlightenment, it is the most effective 
traditional method in ideological and political work for overcoming these unsound 
phenomenon, for restoring and upholding our party and our army. It has major prac- 
tical significance in improving and further strengthening ideological and political 
work, There is no justification for the view that the policy of enlightenment 
fosters liberal trends and weakens ideological and political work. It is consis- 
tent with the essential spirit of the Central Committee's proposal for overcoming 
the disorganized and lax state of affairs and for strengthening the leadership on 
the ideological front. 


Enlightenment does not mean flowing with the tide or letting things drift. Enlight- 
enment means reaching understanding and guidance. In itself it has the implication 
of forbidding improper behavior and making sure that people act according to correct 
principles and rules. Enlightenment by no means advocates or permits liberaliza- 
tion. What kind of enlightenment is it that lets people do as they please to the 
point of letting liberalization run rampant? To link enlightenment and liberali- 
zation togehter is to misinterpret enlightenment, 


Enlightenment does not mean eliminating criticism. Enlightenment is consistent 
with criticism. Criticism is not the same thing as prohibition, it is not a 
reprimand for suppressing people nor is it a brutal way of forcing someone to sub- 
mit. Criticism must be based on fact and be completely just. Comrade Mao Zedong 

in "On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the People" said: "Ideological 
struggle differs from other struggles, it cannot resort to brutal methods of co- 
ercion, it can only use careful methods of discussion and reasoning." As for 
ideological problems, "Only if we adopt methods of discussion, criticism and reason- 
ing can we truly develop correct views and overcome mistaken ideas. Then and only 
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"then can we really reach any solutions. Correct criticism that upholds reason- 
ing things out is a form of enlightenment. In the film “Mayor Chen Yi" it de- 
scribes Chen Yi's critical instruction of his subordinates, close friends and 
relatives. This may be called the living embodiment of this policy of enlighten- 
ment. It is a typical example of the older generation of revolutionaries engag- 
ing in ideological and political work. It is a model which we should study. At 
present we emphasize launching criticism and self-criticism to continue to uphold 
enlightenment and lead the people's ideology on the correct path. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


CORRECT APPROACH NOTED TO LEARNING FROM FOREIGN EXPERIENCES 
Beijing BEIJING WANBAO in Chinese 3 Oct 81 p 3 


[Article by Liu Jucai [0491 1565 2088]: "NUBAO [WOMEN'S JOURNAL] Discusses Learning 
From Foreign Countries"] 


[Text] In the column "A Hundred Schools of Thought Speak Out" the composition 

"Indifference, Enthusiasm and Resentment" deals with the correct approach to the 

problem of learning from the advanced scientific technology and the experiences of 
“reign countries. It is quite a thought provoking article. 


In the history of modern China, the pro-Westernization clique, the reformists and 
even the bourgeois democratic party, as represented by Mr Sun Zhongshan, all have 
advocated learning from the West. However, none of them were able to find an 
adequate solution to this problem. 


In old China there were those who introduced fairly good suggestions. Two years 
before the revolution of 1911, there was a women's periodical in Shanghai, WOMEN'S 
JOURNAI which advocated supporting women's rights, promoting women's studies and 
studying women's education in Japan and the West. However, WOMEN'S JOURNAL strongly 
emphasized being selective in what we learn from foreign countries and not copying 
indiscriminately without distinguishing between good and bad. It criticized those 
“reformists" who only imitated the superficial and ignored the practical. It 
pointed out that they only imitated the clothing of Westerners: "Exotic is their 
clothing, with feet in Western shoes, leather bags hang from their writs and cigars 
from their mouths. Gold wire circles their eyes. With each step they take they 
appear more ridiculous. They conduct themselves in a loose and strange way. With 
each turn of the head and each glance, it is as if they own the world." In reality, 
they have no learning whatsoever. Also there are those who “have never even glanced 
at the books of our forefathers, still they speak of wisdom to the Western nations 
but have never asked the way." They simply "collect one or two worthless documents" 
and plagiarize the ideas of foreigners. They then think that they are quite 
extraordinary. There is still another. kindwho conscientously emulate everything 
foreign but "they don't ask whether it is possible or whether our ability is equa! 
to the task." They rigidly imitate the experiences of foreign countries with the 
result that it is all to no avail. 


WOMEN'S JOURNAL advocated: “Among the ways of the barbarians, there is not one that 


does not have something worthwhile. We ought to choose what is good and follow it." 
As for foreign things, "not questioning whether it is of benefit to us and mindlessly 
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copying it is not what is called reform, it is called blind obedience." If one 
does not ask whether the things of others are treasures or affilctions but accept 
them lock, stock and barrel, then there will be bitterness for having submitted 
to the foreigners. 


Below we have set forth three principles: First we must be selective in studying 
foreign ideas, we must "choose what is good and follow it" and only study those good 
things that are of use to our country. Second, those things studied must be feasible 
in China. If they conform to China's practical circumstances then they can be 
successfully carried out. Third, we must calculate our strengths and resources, our 
“ability must be equal to the task." Even if the foreign things are better than our 
own, if the strength of our nation is insufficient then we will be unable to acquire 
them. These suggestions of WOMEN's JOURNAL are still worth considering today. 


WOMEN'S JOURNAL advocated social reform. Its views could not be put into effect 

ty means of the path of reform. New socialist China has created conditions for 
correctly handling and studying of foreign ideas. We must not blindly worship 

all things foreign nor should we blindly oppose everything foreign. Rather, we 
should analytically and selectively absorb the advanced scientific technology and 
experiences of foreign countries in order to serve in the establishment of our great 
nation. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


IMPORTANCE OF SUMMING UP EXPERIENCE OF HISTORY STRESSED 
Beijing LIAOWANG in Chinese No 4, 20 Jun 81 pp 8, 9 
[Article by Commentator on Summing Up Historical Experiences] 


[Text] In celebration of the 60th anniversary of the Chinese Communist Party, 
the Sixth Plenary Session of the llth Party Centrai Committee adopted the Resolu- 
tion on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the Founding of the 
People's Republic of China. This resolution is a document of great historical 
purport, a scientific summation of our party's application of dialectic material- 
ism and historical materialism in the practice of socialism over the past 32 
years. Conscientious study of this important resolution is essential for unify- 
ing ideologies in the party, rectifying "left" mistakes, giving guidance in the 
study of new conditions, solving new problems, and accomplishing the new mission 
put on our shoulders by the new era. Indeed, it carries important realistic sig- 
nificance and historical significance. 


History is a great textbook, a treasure house of human knowledge. Our advanced 
proleterian party has always known well how to learn from history and has laid 
great emphasis on summing up historical experience. Especially when the revolu- 
tion is at a crisis, when the epoch has brought about a series of new questions, 
when the people encounter setbacks and shortcomings and wonder which road to take, 
the proleterian party emphasizes all the more the summing up of historical exper- 
iences and lessons. Commenting after the Russian Revolution on the situation in 
the years between 1905 and 1907, Lenin said that, after a fierce revolutionary 
struggle, “hundreds of thousands of people woke up suddenly from a long dream, 
confronted at once with vical questions. Naturally, they could not maintain 
their stand on this peak without pausing for a while, looking back to reconsider 
the basic issues, preparing themselves anew to ‘digest’ the rich lessons in order 
to advance with greater resolution, greater self-consciousness, self-confidence, 
and steadfastness." ("Complete Works of Lenin," Vol 17, p 25) These words of 
Lenin vividly expounded the inexorability of summing up historical experience. 


Our party has undergone a struggle of 60 years since its birth on a small boat in 
Jiaxing's South Lake. In our party's 60-year record, we have had countless glor- 
ious victories as well as many grave shortcomings and setbacks-~-experiences of 
success as well as lessons of failure. These experiences and lessons have accu- 
mulated a vast and precious ideological treasure. Our party has always cherished 
such wealth, for which a great price has been paid, and has always emphasized the 
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summing up of historical experiences. The two most important occasions in which 
our party has summed up experiences from history are" first, the "Resolution on 
Certain Historical Questions" adopted by che Seventh Plenary Session of the Sixth 
Party Central Committee in 1945; and, second, the “Resolution" adopted recently 
by the Sixth Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee. Both of these 
resolutions have remarkable historic purport. The former summed up the first 20- 
odd years of historical experiences of our party, emphasized the criticism of 
"left" tendencies within the party, and expounded systematically the basic prin- 
ciples of Mao Zedong Thought, laying the foundation for the victory of the demo- 
cratic revolution of our country. The latter summed up the basic experiences of 
the 32 years since the founding of our nation, emphasized the analysis of the 
"left" mistakes committed by our party in practicing socialism, scientifically 
assessed the historical merits and demerits of Comrade Mao Zedong, and further 
affirmed the four basic principles of our part\--the socialist road; the people's 
democratic dictatorship, i.e., the dictatorship of the proletariat; the leader- 
ship of the Communist Party; and Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought. This 
epochmaking historical document carries extremely rich and profound meaning and 
is greatly to be cherished. In this treasure house cf history, we can see clearly 
that the great concrete practice since the founding of the nation 32 years ago, 
has contributed mellow historical experiences toward construction of our country 
into a modern, highly democratic, highly civilized, strong nation. We can pre- 
dict with full confidence that this great resolution will have a far-reaching 

and profound influence on our country’s socialist practice and will become a 
gigantic spiritual force in realizing the modernization of socialism. With the 
development of history, this will become more and more clear to the people. 


Now, this great historical document is unfolded before us. All members of the 
Communist Party, members of the Commur/st Youth League, and people throughout 
the country are reading it, learning {0m it, and "digesting" the rich experi- 
ences and lessons with great endeavor. But how do we make the masses digest 
properly and assimilate its nourishment in strengthening the forces of progress? 
This is a question of properly handling the summing up of historical experiences. 


Some allege that summing up historical experiences means "looking back." They 
say, "Don't we advocate looking forward? Why bother with settling old accounts?" 
In fact, correctly summing up historical experiences means neither looking back 
nor settling old accounts, but looking forward. The proletariat is the class 
which “takes the future into its own hands." Its historical place and its his- 
torical] mission demand that it look forward. In order to look forward, it must 
first sum up historical experiences scientifically so as to find a law in all 
matters, to find the road ahead. Lenin once said, “The dialectical approach to 
historical development means that the imminent task of the preliminary stage is 
to implement direct reforms in the lives [of people] within the nation; the im- 
minent task of the advanced stage is to sum up historical lessons." Our study 
of the "Resolution" means adopting a dialectical approach in historical develop- 
ment in order to seek the path of socialist modernization which conforms to the 
realities of China. 





Many of our comrades consider the summing up of historical experience to be inm- 
portant, but they think only of summing up positive and successful experiences, 
without daring or being willing to sum up the negative experiences of failure. 
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This is an incomplete outlook. What these comrades do not know is that, in hu- 
man activities involving changing nature and reforming society, experiences of 
success and of failure are of equal importance. Judging from the activities of 
human undertaking, the experiences of failure are sometimes more precious than 
those of success. That is because, no matter how beneficial correct understand- 
ing and successful practices are, if people see only the successful side and are 
oblivious to the erroneous side, their thinking often becomes sluggish and they 
do not explore further the still unknown objective laws; they even get overly 
intoxicated with success and become blind to very conspicuous problems. On the 
contrary, errors and setbacks can alert a person. In order to understand and 
grasp the objective law of the development of things and gain complete victory 
in revolutionary construction, it is not enough for the proletarian party to 
have one kind of experience. Not only is it necessary to acquire the positive 
experiences of success, it also is necessary to acquire the negative experiences 
of failure. It is the possession of positive and negative experiences which en- 
able one to have a comprehensive understanding of objective matters. This is 
easily understandable. From the first day it was born, our party has been con- 
fronted with tests from both sides: tests of success and of failure. Confronted 
with these two kinds of tests, not only does our party know how to learn from 
experiences of success, it also knows how to léarn from the mistakes it has com- 
mitted, thus resulting in greater maturity. Engels once said, “Like a great 
race, a great class learns faster from its own mistakes than from any other 
source."' ("Selected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 4 p 285) Communists are 
thoroughly materialistic. Our party is courageous enough to disclose its own 
errors and is able to depend on its own forces and on those of the masses to 
rectify them. Such is the manifestation of the responsibility of a proleterian 
party toward the masses--a manifestation of self-confidence in one's own strength 
and in the future of one's undertakings. 


Some comrades often have the misconception that summing up historical experiences 
means affixing personal responsibility for everything. They maintain that his- 
torical misfortunes are caused by a cer $n omnipotent ruler of rar eccentrici- 
ties, so that holding that person rest onsible can prevent the recurrence of fu- 
ture historical catastrophes. Such a view is obviously wrong. Historical 
materialism tells us that the masses are the makers of history. No great person 
or persons can shape history. Great personages can only help advance or delay 
historical developments, but it is the force of the masses that really decides 
history. For a long time, some people among our rank and file very often have 
exaggerated the influence of the individual in history, thinking that the prog- 
ress of historical development hinges on the will and activities of certain great 
personages. This is in fact a historical viewpoint stemming from idealism. To 
look at problems with such an outlook means limiting oneself to considering the 
role of the great personages who are active on the front stage of history, and 
being blind to the most basic historical reason hidden deep beneath the events. 
In fact, the natural outcome of the occurrence or failure of any important his- 
torical event cannot be traced back to the whims, merits, and demerits of a 
ruler. Instead, one should look for causes by summing up social conditions. In 
summing up history, we should uphold the basic principles of historical material- 
ism instead of affixing personal responsibility for all the merits of historical 
progress or all the mistakes during its course. To sum up experiences and les- 
sons correctly, we should not lay emphasis on the responsibility of an individual 
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but should place emphasis on analyzing the historical conditions, the social, 
historical, and ideological roots of such mistakes and, from them, seek a method 
of rectification. Of course, not emphasizing the placing of personal responsi- 
bility does not mean not analyzing individual mistakes. To analyze individual 
errors scientifically so as to seek truth from facts can enrich our historical 
experience, and this also is illustrative of a revolutionary party's lofty sense 
of responsibility toward its people. 


Sev’ ral years ago, some people in society were worried about whether our party 
woudl be able to rectify its own mistakes. They had observed that, for more than 
30 years, our party had committed many mistakes, some of which not only had not 
been rectified over a long period of time but were still being committed time 

and again, even to the extent that, after the smashing of the "gang of four", 
there still existed “left" mistakes in economic tasks. Hence, some people be- 
came pessimistic and negative, doubting whether our party could sum up histori- 
cal experiences properly and whether the four moderizations could be accomplished. 
Now, the facts before us show that such worry was unnecessary and that pessimism 
and negativism are erroneous. Not only has our party openly rectified past "left" 
mistakes, but it has further summed up scientifically the historical experiences 
of the past more than 30 years, adding precious wealth to the annals of history. 
This great historical document itself is fully illustrative of the fact that the 
Chinese Communist Party knows quite well how to seek the road of progress from 

the treasure house of history and that it will lead the Chinese people in accom- 
plishing great triumphs in modern sccialist construction! 
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PARTY AND STATE 


RECTIFY UNHEALTHY TENDENCIES LEFT BY EXPLOITING CLASSES 
Shijiazhuang HEBEI RIBAO in Chinese 30 Sep 81 p 4 
[Article by Cheng Shaoan [2052 1421 1344]: "On an Unhealthy Tendency"] 


[Text] The unhealthy tendency I want to discuss in this article refers to the 
style of work cherished by those in the ranks of our cadres who are mindful of 
their self-interest and are inclined to pin their hopes on those at the top, and 
to act in those persons’ interests or in the interests of individual leaders at 
the expense of the interests of the party and the people. They believe that in 
doing so, they can make their present positions secure while looking forward to 
promotion to offices of importance and trust. They even believe that by doing so, 
they can benefit their children and grandchildren. This is actually a style of 
work cherished by the Kuomintang and a way of thinking left over by the exploiting 
classes; there is nothing in common here with the proletarian, Marxist way of 
thinking. If it is allowed to grow to affect the party, our party will become 
rotten ard decadent. This is why this unhealthy tendency deserves our great 
attention. 


In a socialist country like ours, there is only a difference in the services 
performed by the people, but there is no relative rank in the scale of dignity and 
nobility. No macter what positions they hold, all party members are comrades or 
comrade-in-arms on an equal footing. But those who cherish this unhealthy tendency 
are moving in the opposite direction of converting the comradeship of equality be- 
tween the leaders and their followers into a relationship of dependence of one man 
upon another. Their statements and daily activities are guided not by any principle 
serving the interests of the overwhelming majority of people but by the rule of 
whether they are to the liking of their immediate supervisors. They have devoted 
their energy to surveying the expressions of their immediate supervisors and figur- 
ing out their "intentions," rather than to studying the party's line, principles, 
and policies, to keeping in close touch with reality, and to investigating 

specific situations. In their view, the plight and sufferings of the masses are 
none of their business. What they are really "concerned" about and "care" for are 
individual leaders, for whom they are willing to do whatever they can in every 
conceivable way. When these individual leaders have shortcomings and make mistakes, 
they often have no intention of pointing them out promptly or criticizing them in a 
conscientious manner. On the contrary, they often gang up with each other in help- 
ing their leaders cover up their wrongdoings and in acting as their defenders. When 
someone speaks or acts against the party's line, principles, and policies, or even 
when the Party Central Committee draws unjustified attacks, they will never feel 
angry or struggle against these attackers. Their attitude is to let these things 
drift. But once their immediate supervisors are criticized, they will immediately 
become hot-tempered and fly into a rage against the critics. All this shows that 
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this unhealthy tendency has introduced bureaucratic, crafty political styles and 
philistine habits into our militaut Communist Party. At the heart of this unhealthy 
tendency is the desire of a few people to serve their “self-interest,” to keep 

their official positions and power intact, and to make profits for themselves. It 
is actually a dose of toxic medicine which has a corrosive effect on the people. We 
should never take this lightly. 


We must realize that this unhealthy tendency originated in a specific historical 
situation. During the 10-year-long "Cultural Revolution," the Lin Biao and Jiang 
Qing counterrevolutionary cliques pushed the organization line of "appointing 
people by favoritism," thus giving those selfish speculators and opportunists 
unusual convenience to have their own way. This shows that if we want to rectify 
this unhealthy tendency, we must eliminate thoroughly the pernicious influence of 
the organizational line of Lin Biao and the "gang of four," and in the course of 
selecting cadres we must uphold the policy of appointing people on their merit and 
on the mass line, and act strictly in accordance with the principle of organizing 
the party. In the past, cadres selected for promotion came largely from among the 
leading members on party committees at all levels. Practice proves that this 
approach is not feasible and therefore should undergo changes. We must broaden the 
horizons and expand the scope of selection by shifting our attention to various 
departments, various fronts, and fields of endeavor where outstanding professionals 
can be found. Only in this way can we select and appoint to leadership positions 
at all levels those who are determined to implement the party's line, principles, 
and policies, who dare to uphold principle, and who can do justice to all. In the 
process of selecting cadres, we must widely listen to opinions expressed by the 
masses. Decisions must be made by appropriate party organizations through collec- 
tive discussion, rather than by a few leaders who can no longer be allowed to have 
the final say or dictate orders on such matters. 


The growth of this unhealthy tendency is not accidental, because we can trace its 
roots back to society and history. The relationship of dependence of one man on 
another is a vestige of feudalism. Some people in our midst have viewed the 
leaders who appointed them to their present positions as persons who seemingly can 
hold sway over their destiny. This has led them to pin their hopes for promotion 
and other advancement for the rest of their lives on these leaders alone. For this 
reason, they have to submissively follow their respective leaders and even have to 
sacrifice the party's principles and the people's interests in order to please their 
leaders and make them happy. This fact tells us that if we want to rectify this 
unhealthy tendency once and for all, we must thoroughly criticize feudal ideology, 
put democratic life into the party on a sound basis, and establish and improve 
systems which are deemed absolutely necessary to examine, evaluate, award, and 
punish as well as dismiss cadres, so that those who make mistakes will be punished 
and those who deserve commendations will be rewarded. Only in this way can we 
eliminate once and for all the soil in which the relationship of dependence of one 
man on another grows. 


Of course, our criticism and rectifcation of this unhealthy tendency cannot be 
construed as a denial of the principle of party organization [which states] that 
the lower level is subordinate to the higher level. But subordination does not 
means blind obedience. A prerequisite in this connection is that higher author- 
ities and leaders must act in a way consistent with the political line of the 
Party Central Committee and firmly and unswervingly implement its line, princi- 
ples, and policies. Only thus can we rectify the party's workstyle and score 
success in building a spiritual civilization. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


VALUE OF CRITICISM TO LITERATURE, ART EXPLAINED 
Huhhot NEIMENGGU RIBAO in Chinese 25 Sep 81 p l 


[Article by Liu Yingjian [0491 5391 1696]: "Criticism and Self-Criticism Urged 
as Means to Literary and Artistic Creation"] 


[Text] The Inner Mongolia party committee organized some of the literary and art 
workers from 1 to 20 September to study Comrade Deng Xiaoping'’s 17 July talk with 
responsible comrades of the CCP Propaganda Department and Comrade Hu Yaobang's 
speech at the national symposium on questions on the ideological front while 
studying the “Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the 
Founding of the People's Republic of China." Proceeding from the actual conditions 
in the literary and art circles in our region, the comrades in attendance discussed 
the question of transforming the laxity of ideological leadership and correctly 
developing criticism and self-criticism. The object of study was to ensure a more 
healthy and thriving literary and artistic creation in our region and the produc- 
tion of spiritual food for people of all nationalities. 


The Inner Mongolia party committee attached great importance to this study session. 
Comrade Ting Mao [1694 2021], second secretary of the Inner Mongolia party commit- 
tee, heard reports several times and made a summing-up speech. Comrade Chao 

Lomeng [3390 3157 3443] and Comrade Zheng Guangzhi [6774 1684 2537], head and deputy 
head of the Inner Mongolia party propaganda department, presided over the study 
session. During the study session, the participants spoke freely in light of 
realities and voiced unanimous support for Comrade Deng Xiaoping's important talk 
and for Comrade Hu Yaobang's important speech. They said: Over the years, and 
particularly during the 10 years of upheaval, under the guidance of "leftist" 
ideology it frequently happened that the big stick was swung against and labels were 
put on literary and art workers; meanwhile, criticism and self-criticism were not 
conducted in the normal way, and the two types of contradictions, which are dif- 
ferent in character, were confused. This movement continued, and the party's policy 
of "letting a hundred flowers bloom and a hundred schools of thought contend" could 
not be implemented. Large numbers of literary and art workers did not feel happy. 
The comrades in attendance took the view that since the Third Plenum, efforts had 
been made to overcome the leftist guiding thought in our region and to implement the 
"double hundred" policy on the ideological front, and that literary and art was very 
successful, with the result that literature and art were flourishing, but that the 
liberalist trend of thought had had its repercussions and effects on literary and 
art circles in our region. "To counter the influence of unhealthy trends, we must 
sharpen our vigilance on the one hand and develop criticism and self-criticism on 
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the other." With reference to realities on the literary and art front in our 
region, they pointed out: "Literature and art must have criticism. Criticism 
and self-criticism are indispensable to the strengthening of party leadership in 
literary and art work and to the healthy development of literature and art along 
the correct path. Refusal to criticize others and, in particular, unwillingness 
to criticize oneself can only damage our literature and art and go against the 
literary and art workers themselves. For this reason, we must enhance our sense 
of revolutionary responsibility, transform the laxity of guiding thought, and 
develop criticism and self-criticism in such a way as to form a social custom 
and habit and make our literature and art better suit the needs of the four 
modernizations. 


In the course of the discussions, -writers, artists and theoreticians, as masters 
of the literary and art circles, expressed their views on some questions found 
among the literary and art circles and on the question of literary and artistic 
creation. Referring to the question of bringing about more flourishing literary 
and artistic creativity, they held that the "double hundred" policy must be firmly 
implemented, because it is the correct policy for bringing about flourishing 
literary and artistic creativity. Furthermore, the [double hundred] policy is 
antagonistic to bourgeois liberalism, which consists basically of doing away with 
party leadership and breaking away from the socialist orbit; the "double hundred” 
policy,on the other hand, adheres to the four basic principles. In fact, only 
under the leadership of the party can a hundred flowers bloom, can a hundred 
schools of thought contend, and can literature and art serve the people and socialism 
better. 


After the study session, the participants were in high spirit and determined to 
adhere to the four basic principles, unite, and exert efforts together to bring 
about a new flourishing development of socialist literature and art. 


9780 
CSO: 4005/170 


41 








PARTY AND STATE 


COMMUNE IN FUJIAN PRAISED FOR COMBATING SMUGGLING 
Fuzhou FUJIAN RIBAO in Chinese 7 Oct 81 p l 


[Dispatch from Pingtan Country reporting group, Lu Ya [4151 7161], Wei Zhangguan 
[7614 4545 1351]. Liu Youngshan [0491 3938 0810]: "Suwo Brigade Sets Good Example 
in Combating Smuggling" ] 


[Text] The party branch for Suwo Brigade, Suwo Commune, Pingtan County adhered to 
the four basic principles, did a good job of ideological work, and led the fisher- 
men in combating smuggling, speculation, and profiteering. All 220 families in the 
brigade, with its 42 fishing boats, devoted themselves to collective production, 
and not a single man or boat cook part in smuggling activities, The brigade has 
become an antismuggling and production-promoting pacesetter in the county. 


Located at the northwest point of Pingtan Island, Suwo Brigade is a strategic 

point for seaborne transportation with many incoming and outgoing boats in Changle, 
Fuqing, and Pingtan counties. Earlier last year, smuggling activities were 
reported in Suwo harbor involving fishing boats from’communes and brigades around 
the harbor. These smuggling activities also produced an impact on some fishermen 
in Suwo Brigade, who said, "If you want to get rich, go to Daqiao (near the mari- 
time smuggling area)."" Analyzing the fishermen's state of mind, the party branch 
for the brigade came to the conclusion that if fishermen had confused ideas of how 
to get rich, they could lose their bearings and go astray. Accordingly, the party 
branch held mass meetings on many occasions, propagating why fishermen should get 
rich by way of the socialist road and what the policy of the party is. The branch 
organized fishermen to study the decrees against smuggling, speculation, and pro- 
fiteering and the press reports of advanced deeds performed by those opposed to 
smuggling. Furthermore, citing instances where some people had embarked upon the 
criminal road, the party branch conducted education as to law-abiding [behavior] and 
formulated discussions throughout the whole brigade on "how to get rich." As a 
result of this work, the fishermen came to realize that to get rich by working hard 
and traversing the socialist road is the proper way to get rich, that smuggling is 
a criminal act undermining the national economy, disturbing public order, and 
endangering the four modernizations, and that under no circumstances should they 
traverse this evil path. Simultaneously, members of the party branche were 
assigned to take charge of separate groups of brigades and help the masses resist 
the evil wind of smuggling, speculation, and profiteering. 


Last December a smuggler from Changle Country came over to Suwo Brigade to visit 
his relatives. He hired two motorized sailing boats from fisher team No 3 for 5 
months at a rent of 10,000 yuan a month. On hearing this, the party branch 
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secretary, Gao Chunkai [7559 4783 0418], stopped the transaction. Someone questioned 
him: "Now that fishing boats are assigned to fishermen under contract, why can't 
they lease out their boats to make some money?" Gao Chunkai patiently reasoned 

with the fishermen on the one hand and made calculatons with them on the other: When 
egalitarianism was practiced in the past, for each dan of fish caught the income 
averaged only a little more than 0.10 yuan per fisherman; now, with the responsibil- 
ity system being practiced, the average income is 0.80 per fisherman for each dan of 
fish sold. "As long as you work hard to produce,-what is there against your getting 
rich?!"" This convinced the fishermen, who canceled the "contract" to lease out 

boats to the smugglers and devoted themselves to production. From January through 
May of this year, these two fishing boats earned a net income of 62,000 yuan, aver- 
agining 1,512 yuan per able-bodied person. The fishermen made these cheerful 
remarks: “Getting rich by working hard does have a bright prospect." Later, when 
smugglers sneaked into Suwo to hire boats, they were "driven away" by the fishermen. 


On the basis of heightening the fishermen's awakening, the party branch of the 
brigade mobilized the people to discuss and sign compacts "forbidding four things": 
1) Without fishermen's cards, crew cards, fishing permits, sailing permits, and boat 
members, fishing boats are not allowed to put out to sea. 2) Without brigade 
approval, fishing boats are not allowed to be sold or leased out, and fishermen are 
not allowed to take up employment elsewhere. 3) While producing on the fishing 
grounds, fishermen are not allowed to exchange their catch for other goods. 4) When 
putting out to sea and returning to Suwo, fishermen are not allowed to carry 

smuggled goods. Concrete measures were worked out to ensure implementation of these 
compacts. 


After the compacts were drawn up, brigade cadres set an example and took the lead 
in observing them. In January of this year, a good friend of the deputy brigade 
chief was caught carrying 13 smuggled watches for speculative sale in Jinjiang 
County. [The friend] had information that the deputy brigade chief had an intimate 
comrade who was the leader of the Jinjiang industry-commerce bureau. He asked the 
deputy brigade chief to accompany him to Jinjiang, saying he would pay all expenses 
and would thank him with a gift of five watches after the deed was done. The 
deputy brigade chief turned him down forthwith and criticized and educated him. In 
February of this year, a close relative of party branch secretary Gao Chunkai was 
detained at the local police station for carrying tri-function machines, watches, 
tapes, and nylon cloth for smuggling purposes. This close relative visited Gao 
Chunkai's home, bringing with him 15 jin of groupers and 8 jin of dried starch. He 
intended to ask Gao to talk to the police station and intercede for him. Gao was 
not home at the time, and his wife accepted the gifts. When he got home, Gao 
criticized his wife and returned the gifts the same evening, refusing to intercede 
for his close relative. Influenced by the actions of brigade cadres, the fishermen 
have conscientiously observed the compacts. So far, not a single boat or a single 
person in the brigade had engaged in smuggling activities. Furthermore, the 
fishermen returned to the departments concerned the smuggled goods they had picked 
while fishing or inspecting the harbor. The brigade had organized an armed 

militia squad to assist the harbor boat control station in combating smuggling, 
speculation, and profiteering. 


The party branch for Suwo Brigade has conscientiously done a good job of ideological 


and political work, led the fishermen in combating smuggling, kept to the socialist 
direction, strived to develop fishery production, and fulfilled state tasks for 


43 











levying and purchasing aquatic products. Per capita income from fishery in the 
brigade has risen from some 300 yuan in 1976 to 1,100 yuan now. At the same time, 
the brigade has organized surplus labor power to develop brigade enterprises. An 
embroidery factory, a quarry, and a restaurant have been set up for the placement 

of 300 able-bodied persons. The average income of the brigade members has increased 
from 80 yuan in 1976 to more than 170 yuan now. Each person has a job and no 

family has a deficit. The fishermen say: "No matter how you look at it, socialism 
is good, and we will traverse the road of getting rich by working hard!" 
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PARTY AND STATE 


FLATTERY'S CORRUPTING INFLUENCE DISCUSSED 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 24 Oct 81 p 8 


[Article by Zhang Shaoxiang [1728 4801 4382]: "On the Occasion of Receiving Flattery"] 





[Text] There is a well-known saying of Lu Xun's: "Few have been killed by a scolding 
but many have died from flattery." Throught the ages those who have been harmed 

by flattery include countless simple and stupid people as well as famous personages. 
Unscrupulous flattery resembles a sweet yet poisonous drug, the addicting opium. 

It is a sugar-coated bullet that not only may cause physical harm and endanger one's 
life, it may even result in the destruction of the nation. 


However, there is a law against bearing false witness but not against currying 
favor. The reason for this could be that in the one case it is forced while in 
the other it is done of one's own free will. Those who are denounced are usually 
extremely indignant and angry while those who are flattered, for the most part, 
accept it willingly. From this it can be seen that the practice of flattery is 
worthy of further consideration. 


When being lavished with praise, it is necessary first to have self-knowledge. 

You must take a look at yourself in the mirror of "self-knowledge" to see whether 
or not you measure up to the flattery, When comparing yourself you must not "look 
at your reflection and admire yourself," seeing your flaws as outstanding qualities 
and going so far as to see the lice on your body as having double-fold eyelids, 
that is, being different from the rest. Suppose it is said that your skin is fair 
and your cheeks are rosy, that would be the result of nourishment fromthe milk 

of the people; or if it is said that you are fierce of spirit and full of evil, 
that source too would be from the spring of wisdom of the masses. You should never 
be so arrogant as to regard these as things to be capitalized on and even more 
importantly, more thought should be given to your own shortcomings. 


Second, when being lavished with praise, you should keep a clear head. It is impor- 
tant to analyze the motive of the person who is flattering you in order to deal 
with him appropiately. 


Some flatter for the purpose of escaping from disaster. As Lu Xun said: The "un- 
refined" common people all have ‘motives’ for currying favor, probably it is simply 
to avoid being hurt" and harmed by those with political power and influence. This 
was said in reference to traditional society. If the common people today still 
fear us and toady up to us with fear and trepidation then we must cry out against 
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this and ask ourselves: Am Ia public servant or more like a master? Do I have 
a bureaucratic or tyrannical manner? If so, then we must see that our style of 
work becomes more democratic. 


Some flatter in order to seek advantage. Lu Xun called these the "cunning" people. 
More precisely, there are three types: 


1. There is the “you give me a bighand and I'll give you a big hand" style of 
blowing each other's horn in order to raise each other's status and help promote 
each other. 


2. There is the “dodder stays closeto the stem" style of toadying up to political 
power and influence and to persons of distinction so as to establish connections 
in higher branches and seize some fame and wealth. 


3. There is the "kill for money" style of flattery. They may treat other people 
as a weapon and use words or praise such as superior intelligence and great courage 
to praise you to the skies. Afterward they will smash you to pieces and you will 
be replaced by others. The years when that gang of defied headmen, Lin Biao and 
Jiang Qing, lavished praise on the "little generals," was an example of this type 
of mailicious treachery. 


Dealing with flattery such as that of the "cunning people” requires that you be 

on guard. The instigators and their own political opponents will kill each other 

off or they will come to see that the words of praise contain knockout drops. Under 
the flowers poisonous snakes lie in waiting. On no account should you become addicted 
by one word of flattery, be enticed by one word of praise or be seduced by one 

round of applause. If you like being sweetened by flattery you may end up being 
stung by a bee. 


Although imperial censors were in office through various ages and periods, in actual 
fact it may be observed by flipping through historical records that they were blamed 
for offering advice. They were beheaded and their families were even exterminated. 
This was common practice. However, not all of those who curried favor were put 

to death. On the contrary, most found favor and achieved high ranking positions. 
This was understandable as they were the representative personages of the feudal 
exploiting class who worshifped themselves as gods of supreme intelligence. Chinese 
Communists should conscious.y resist the corrupting influence of toadying and boast- 
ing and earnestly engage in criticism and self-criticism. 


The ancients said: When the sage appears the Yellow River will be clear. However, 
we believe: When we are able to criticize well, the Yellow River will be clear. 


9864 
cso: 4005/1511 


46 








PARTY AND STATE 


PENG JIXIN PROMOTES CRITICISM CAMPAIGN IN GANSU PROVINCE URGED 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 24 Oct 81 p 4 


[Article: "Daring To Criticize Mistaken Tendencies and Struggle Against Incorrect 
Practices" ] 


[Text] During the congress attended by all-level departments in Gansu Province 

and leading cadres of Lanzhou Municipality, the acting first secretary of the CCP 

in Gansu, Feng Jixin [7458 4764 2450], called on party organizations at all levels 
in Gansu to dare to launch criticism and struggle against erroneous trends and 
incorrect practices in order to solve problems relating to practice in an orderly 
way. At the meeting he announced that the delegates of the provincial CCP committee 
had reached a settlement concerning several cases in Gansu that had been delayed 

for a number of years. He went on to praise a group of advanced units and urged 
everyone to learn from these units. 


Feng Jixin said that in the preceeding period Gansu had learned to implement both 
the "Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the Founding 
of the PRC" andthe spirit of the Forum on Problems on the National Ideological 
Front. They have achieved remarkable successes, nevertheless, the party style 

has shown no basic improvement. The phenomenon of disorganized and lax ideology 
among the leadership still exists in many organs and units. He said that in order 
to change this situation, the leadership at all levels must first overcome this 
disorganized and lax state of affairs and get in touch with the practical reality 
of their own units effectively to solve problems. First, they must make contact 
with the reality of the ideological line and proceed to straighten it out. Every 
comrade in leading groups at all levels must ask himself: Heve youresolutely carried 
out the line and policies of the party Central Committee since the Third Plenary 
Session and earnestly practices what they advocate? Have you elminated the leftist 
influences? Have you struggled in-earnest against the bourgeois liberal tendencies 
and the activities of those who seek to break away from the leadership of the CCP 
and the path of socialism? Second, they must link up withthe practice of work; 
they must improve the working efficiency of organizations and the beneficial results 
of economic work. At present, some organs act without regard for efficiency, they 
are apathetic and lackadaisical. They shift responsibility onto others and bicker 
among themselves. Bureaucratism is rampant. Some enterprises and economic work 
departments disregard economic benefits, their losses and waste are alarming. They 
are unable correctly to handle the three relationships of the state, the collective, 
and the individual; and concoct various pretexts to appropriate public property. 
Third, they must link up with the reality of the style of work by reviving and 
developing the glorious traditions of the party to strengthen the party leadership. 
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There are those who do not earnestly implement the policies and regulations of 

the party Central Committee; some exploit their position to seek personal gain, 

they engage in questionable practices and don't hesitate to violate law and disci- 
pline; there are leading groups that engage in factionalism and create disunity; 
there are those whose revolutionary will has been waning, they themselves do not 
work yet they interfere with the work of others. If these abovementioned problems 
are not resolved, we cannot strengthen nor improve the party leadership in order 

to overcome the disorganized and lax state of affairs. The provincial CCP committee 
urged all party organizations and the leaders of each and every unit to take the 
lead in criticizing themselves and solving their own problems. They must start 

from the provincial CCP committee and go from top to botton, each level is responsible 
for the other. They must conscientiously criticize and analyze the practical condi- 
tions of each unit, concentrate on major problems and resolve to overcome then. 
However, they must on account look for excuses to punish the people. 


Feng Jixin said that in order to solve these existing problems, the leadership 

at all levels must first of all dare to launch criticism and second, resolutely 
enforce discipline. In order to counter the socalled vulgar and self-centered 
ideology of “cultivating more flowers and fewer thorns in order to continue enjoy- 
ing popular support," we must bravely take up the weapon of criticism and self- 
criticism, present the facts and reason things out. We must also clearly distinguish 
between right and wrong so as to uphold the correct way and surpress the wrong 

way. As for the minority who seriously violate the law and discipline, and refuse 

to mend their ways, t*>y must be kept in line by party discipline and national 

law. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CIVIL RIGHTS, LAW ANALYZED 
Beijing FAXUE YANJIU [LEGAL STUDIES] in Chinese No 2, 23 Apr 81 pp 5-8 


[Excerpts] What are civil liberties? What is the relationship between civil 
liberties and the law? The clarification of this question has very important 
significance for developing socialist democracy, strengthening the socialist 
legal system, guaranteeing that the people enjoy a wide range of liberties, 
correctly exerc.sing liberties and rights, and carrying out the four moderniza- 
tions with one heart and one mind. 


So-called civil liberties refer to some basic political rights which allow a 
person to act in accordance to the dictates of his own will subject to the scope 
and restrictions of the law. When explaining civil rights, Comrade Mao Zedong 
clearly pointed out: "Politically, so-called civil rights means liberties and 
democratic rights." Liberty is one of the basic civil rights, it is a product 
specific stages of the development of society, and it is related in history to 

a specific democratic system. 


The capitalists have confirmed equal liberties and other civil rights in the 
form of law. This was undoubtedly a great step forward in mobilizing and or- 
ganizing the broad masses to participate in opposing the feudal system and feu- 
dal privileges. However, we must note that the equal liberties principle of the 
capitalists only protects the rights and liberties of the capitalist class. As 
for the proletariat and the broad masses of laboring peoples these provisions are 
just a sham. After the proletariat overthrew the political regime of the bour- 
geoisie they established a new form of socialist democracy. Under this system 
the proletariat and the broad masses of peoples became the masters of the nation, 
and they enjoyed a broad range of real and actual liberties and rights which 

they could not enjoy under the old society. These liberties and rights were not 
only clearly and specifically stipulated in the constitution and in other laws, 
but there are also actual material guarantees. Also, with the continued raising 
of economic and cultural levels, these liberties and rights will continue to 

have more and more reliable material and spiritual guarantees. This is some- 
thing that cannot be matched by any capitalist democratic system. 


Making civil liberties a component part of citizens democratic rights is one of 
the major contents of the law. The proletariat demands that the law must recog- 
nize and guarantee the liberties and rights of the broad masses of people, and 
furthermore, with the expansion of the socialist economy and the raising of the 
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level of science and culture, the people will demand an increasingly broad 
range of liberties. They will therefore demand even more improvements in the 
socialist laws. 


Civil liberties must be guaranteed by the laws. This is determined by the 
special nature of the law and by the special role that law plays in social 

life. In order to protect the liberties of the people as a whole the social- 

ist laws will deprive a small number of exploiting class elements who have not 
yet been reformed as well as counterrevolutionaries and other criminal elements 
of all or some of their liberties. At the same time they are resolutely opposed 
to the abuse of authority, of discipline in violation of the law, and any act 
which violates civil liberties. It is stipulated in the constitution and in 
other legal documents that citizens enjoy a wide range of liberties, and to real- 
ize this liberty, they are guaranteed in law. For example, in the third article 
of the constitution and in the fourth article of the criminal code there are clear 
regulations concerning civil liberties. 


Marxism maintains that freedoms are relative, that they are conditional. So-called 
unrestricted "absolute freedom" basically does not exist. In a class society 
the liberties enjoyed by a certain class must be restricted by law. The goal of 
the laws of the ruling class stipulating civil liberties is to protect the rule 
by that class. If civil liberties affect or hurt the basic interests of the 
ruling class, then the law must intervene and restrict them. This is the basic 
reason why the ruling class of all democratic systems have written definite 
restrictions of civil liberties into their laws to protect the basic interests 
of that class as well as social order. The laws of a certain class, to protect 
the ruling order of that class, must not only restrict or even take away the 
liberties of the ruled classes, but even if an individual member of that class 
violates the basic interests or the overall interests of that class he must be 
punished by the law. History makes it clear that both the political views of 
the enlightened thinkers of the time of the capitalist revolution and the laws 
enacted after the bourgeoisie took power seriously restricted civil "liberties," 
and would not permit liberties outside the scope determined by law. 





Under the socialist system, civil rights enjoyed by citizens not only must be 
guaranteed in the law to ensure they are realized, but also the scope and 
limitations on the citizens' exercise of their civil liberties must be regulated 
in the law. Socialist liberties are liberties that do not violate the basic 
interests which observe the social order and the necessary discipline. They 

are the liberties of the vast majority of the people. They must obey the social- 
ist laws which reflect the will and the interests of the broad masses of peoples. 
The socialist laws must impose sanctions on every act which violates the peoples’ 
democratic rights. It must restrict extreme democracy and anarchism which do 
not want any discipline, and it must restrict people who misuse freedoms and 
other civil liberties. Without these restrictions there are no socialist 
liberties. China's constitution not only stipulates each of the democratic 
rights of a citizen, including liberties, it also stipulates each of the duties 

a citizen is to perform. When a citizen is exercising his liberties, he must 
respect the liberties of the vast majority of citizens, and he must uphold the 
social order. A citizen who enjoys liberties must be a citizen who is responsi- 
ble to the society and to other citizens. 
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Since the founding -f our country the party and the state have done much work 
and have had obvious results in using the law to guarantee civil liberties, to 
guide the people in correctly exercising these rights, and in protecting the 
normal social order, the production order, and the work order as well as guaran- 
teeing the smooth progress of socialist revolution and construction. However, 
due to the pernicious influence of feudalism and legal nihilism, for a long 

time our country has not had a sound democracy or legal system. To a certain 
extent, the people have not been able to exercise their liberties, and in some 
regions and units have not even been able to obtain the proper guarantees of 
these liberties. When the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing clique were running wild, 
civil rights were almost completely abolished. After the smashing of the "gang 
of four," and especially since the Third Plenum of the llth Central Committee, 
the party Central Committee energetically promulgated socialist democracy and 
strengthened the socialist legal system. The liberties of the broad masses of 
peoples were not only once again recognized in the constitution, but they were 
also stipulated in the criminal code and in other laws and regulations. However, 
we must note that if the people are ready to enjoy liberties, a lot more work 
has to be done, and a bitter struggle must be waged. On one hand, due to the 
pernicious influence of Lin Biao and the "gang of four," and the effects of 
feudalism, bureaucracy, special privilege mentality, and patriarchal workstyle, 
a number of cadres pay no attention whatever to civil rights and even violate 
law and discipline. Arbitrary violations of civil liberties have occurred in 
some places, and some of these cases have been very serious. On the other hand 
there are an extremely small number of people in society who have been rela- 
tively badly poisoned by the anarchism who pay no heed to party discipline or 
national law, who care nothing of the interests of the people, who form groups 
of gangs, and do whatever they want. They disrupt the social order and seriously 
affect the political situation of peaceful unity and the smooth implementation 
of the four modernizations. 





Therefore, we should first further strengthen specific legislation to further 
guarantee civil liberties. The seven major pieces of legislation, and especially 
the criminal code, the law of criminal proceedings and the election law which 
were passed by the second session of the Fifth National People's Congress, on 

the basis of conscientiously summarizing experience, starting out from reality, 
made some relevant, relatively specific stipulations as to just exactly what 
steps must be taken to guarantee that the peoples’ civil rights which are recog- 
nized in the constitution are not violated; what to do if someone does violate 
them; how should citizens correctly exercise and use those civil liberties 
stipulated by the constitution; how should the state guarantee that citizens 

can enjoy and exercise those civil liberties stipulated in the constitution; and 
how to keep people from abusing these liberties. In conjunction with the devel- 
opment of the four modernizations, we must further summarize experiences, con- 
tinue to improve the laws in question and constantly use legal methods to guaran- 
tee that the people really enjoy liberties. For example, take freedom of the 
press. We must guarantee that the people have the right to publish their works 

of literature and arts, and we must also prohibit some people from using the 
"freedom of the press" to carry out illegal activities, pubiishing works which 
violate the four basic principles or harm the four modernizations, or illegally 
selling reactionary publications, etc. Freedom of assembly is another example. 
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In legislating freedom of assembly we must guarantee that the citizens have the 
liberty to hold meetings, but we must also guarantee the order and discipline 
necessary for the nation's normal political life, and must not allow anyone to 
incite riots or conduct with reactionary propaganda to confuse and poison peo- 
ples minds or sabotage the political situation of peaceful unity and the smooth 
implementation of the four modernizations. Another example is the right to form 
clubs and associations. In legislating this right we must guarantee that the 
people have the right to form all kinds of learned societies and research asso- 
ciations where they can meet to consult each other and exchange opinions to pro- 
mote science and culture and to advance the socialist cause. At the same time 
illegally organized reactionary mass organizations must resolutely be banned. 


Secondly, we must do everything according to the law. At present our country's 
legal system is not perfect. If we are to further improve the laws which guaran- 
tee civil rights, the key lies in guaranteeing the actual and complete imple- 
mentation of existing laws. As for people who arbitrarily violate civil liber- 
ties, the party disciplinary organs and the agencies of the procuracy must faith- 
fully execute their duties and no matter how high the position a person holds, 
how meritorious his work, how much seniority he has, he must be dealt with 
sternly. In serious cases, party, political, or even legal discipline must be 
given. Political and legal agencies are the organs which carry out the laws for 
the state, and they bear a heavy responsibility for guaranteeing civil liberties. 
Comrades in political and legal agencies must themselves handle affairs in strict 
accordance with the constitution and other laws and regulations. They must not 
violate the laws, they must resolutely support the truth, not fear power and in- 
fluence, not act wrongfully out of personal considerations, and they must dare 

to protect the peoples rights under the law. In particular, those people who 

use the power and influence of their position to arbitrarily violate civil liber- 
ties must be made legally accountable before the law. Using the law as a weapon, 
comrades in political and legal agencies must resolutely strike down the extremely 
small number of counterrevolutionaries and other criminal elements which threaten 
the state and the interests of the people. 


At the same time we must strengthen propaganda and education on democracy and 
the legal system. It has been proved through practice that one major reason why 
some people speak out against the law, use their authority against the law, or 
practice anarchism is because they lack a knowledge of the legal system and 
democracy. Therefore we must give them more education on the legal system and 
democracy. Through education we must let those cadre who lack democratic think- 
ing and a concept of the legal system understand: The people are the masters of 
the nation. Each one of us cadres, no matter how high in rank, is a servant of 
the people and have a duty of serving the people wholeheartedly. He is not up on 
a pedestal with patriarchal authority. They have only the duty to obey the law 
and handle affairs in accordance with the law. They do not have the rights to 
abuse authority, seek personal gain, or to sabotage the nation's legal system. 
Those people who have been poisoned rather badly by anarchism must be educated 
in how to correctly understand and handle the relationships between democracy 
and centralism, liberty and discipline, and authority and duties. We must let 
them know what is the capitalist freedom and what is the socialist freedom, how 
to correctly exercise their personal liberties. In this way we will establish a 
concept of proletarian freedom and a concept of the socialist legal system and 
they will support the four basic principles and will make contributions to the 
four modernizations. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


NEED TO BOTH UPHOLD, IMPROVE PARTY LEADERSHIP STRESSED 
Harbin HEILONGJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 9 Sep 81 p 3 


[Article by Jiang Fu [1203 1381]: "Corzectly Understand the Relationship Between 
Upholding and Improving the Leadership of the Party"] 


[Text] The “Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the 
Founding of the PRC," adopted by the Sixth Plenary Session of the 1lth Party Central 
Committee, points out: "We must uphold the leadership of the party by way of 
improving it." “Only by conscientiously upholding and constantly improving the 
leadership of the party can we put ourselves in a better position to discharge the 
tremendous responsibility assigned by history." Some comrades often view upholding 
and improving the leadership of the party as two unrelated matters, pitting the 
former against the latter. They contend that the requirement to uphold the leader- 
ship of the party will make improving it impossible, while viewing such improvements 
as a reflection of a tendency to weaken or get rid of the leadership of the party. 
Others maintain that the requirements to improve the leadership of the party will 
rule out the possibility of upholding it, while viewing the demand for upholding the 
leadership of the party as a form of restriction on the emancipation of the mind. 

In view of this, a clear understanding of the relationship between upholding and 
improving the leadership of the party is extremely important in order to clarify 
some murky ideas in this connection and to implement conscientiously and thoroughly 
the guidelines of the party's Sixth Plenum. 


The requirement to uphold the leadership of the party lies at the heart of the 
concept of allegiance to the four basic principles. Our party is a political party 
of the working class built on the basis of Marxist-Leninist theory and along 
revolutionary patterns. What the party is striving for is but the aim of realizing 
communism in accordance with the laws governing the development of history and in 
the best interests of the people. Its sole purpose is to serve the people whole- 
heartedly. Recent Chinese history as a whole pays tribute to the leadership of our 
party as the basic guarantee for all the victories we have won. Just as Comrade 

Hu Yaobang pointed out in his "Speech at the Meeting in Celebration of the 60th 
Anniversary of the CCP": "The historical experience of the past 60 years can be 
summed up in one sentence: There must be a Marxist, revolutionary line and a 
proletarian party capable of formulating and upholding this line." This shows that 
the requirement to improve the leadership of the party contributes to the upholding 
of the leadership of the party in a better way, rather than to its weakening or 
demise. Today there is truly a bourgeois laissez-faire trend of thought bent on 
breaking away from the track laid by the leadership of the party, under the pretext 
of improving it. Under no circumstances can we allow this to happen. 


53 








If we want to uphold the leadership of the party, we must strive to improve it. The 
objective of improving the leadership of the party is to solve the problem of how a 
political party in power can provide the nation with better leadership. An observa- 
tion of practice in the international communist movement and the history of our 
party indicates that how to build up the political party in power remains a question 
for which there is still no completely satisfactory answer. As far back as the 
1840's, in summing up the experience of the proletariat in the revolutionary 
struggle, Marx and Engels called the building of a proletarian political party a 
matter of prime importance. The development by Lenin of the theory of a Marxist 
party under the new historical conditions, and his systematic interpretation of the 
theory of party-building, proved instrumental in successfully building the revolu- 
tionary Bolshevik party. But his thesis focused mainly on the theory and practice 
of party-building before the party captured political power. Although he wrote 

many treatises dealing with the building of a political party in power, unfortunate- 
ly he died 7 years after the “October Revolution." His death came so soon that he 
could devote little time to finding a complete answer to this problem. Although 
Stalin upheld and developed Lenin's thought of building the party after coming to 
power, the road he took was one which seriously deviated from the Marxist orbit. 

The result was the growth of the worship of a personality cult by party members, the 
overconcentration of power, and the establishment of many overly centralized systems 
of government which discouraged the growth of democracy within the party and among 
the people. In this way, the political party in power seriously alienated itself 
from the masses of people. Our party is a party known for its excellent tradition 
of highly emphasizing the necessity of building up its strength; thus [tradition] 
was instrumental in winning great victories in the new democratic revolution and in 
the socialist revolution. Although the "Eighth Party Congress" proposed to 
strengthen the building of our political party in power in the wake of the estab- 
lishment of the socialist system, the prevalence of the erroneous guiding ideology 
in the party in 1957 and thereafter--and especially the serious damage caused by the 
10-year turmoil--prevented our party from coordinating its own building with the 
development of economic modernization and political democracy. 


Since the smashing of the "gang of four," and especially since the party's Third 
Plenum, our party has succeeded in freeing itself from the influence of the 

leftist guiding ideology and has made new headway in building the party, bringing 
order out of chaos, and cleaning up the mess in this work. The Party Central Com- 
mittee has also decided to reform the leadership system of the party and the state, 
denounce the people's worship of personality cults, separate the functions of the 
party from those of the government as a measure to solve the problems resulting from 
overconcentration of power, and nullify the de facto life-tenure system for cadres. 
It has also decided to restore democratic centralism, strengthen collective leader- 
ship, conscientiously put into effect the one-man, one-vote system, develop a 
perfect election system, build leading bodies of professionally competent, well- 
educated young cadres, carry forward the party's three excellent styles of work, 
and adopt a series of measures to rectify unhealthy tendencies which affect the 
party. As a result, the leadership of the party has been greatly strengthened. It 
is clear that the requirement to improve the leadership of the party is aimed at 
upholding the leadership of the party. Any departure from this aim will certainly 
cause the people to commit serious mistakes. The concept of improving the leader- 
ship of the party is a strategy and a condition for upholding the leadership of the 
party. The objective of upholding the leadership of the party can in no way be 
achieved without improving it. In this connection, we must oppose both the ossified 
"leftist" ideas and viewpoints and the right-leaning bourgeois laissez-faire 
tendencies. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


IDEOLOGICAL, PARTY WORK WEAKNESS DISCUSSED 
Sources of Weakness 
Harbin HEILONGJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 9 Oct 81 p 2 
[Article by Lu Dianxue [4151 3013 1331]: "Where Is the Weakness?" ] 


[Text] To change the state of laxity and weakness in ideological and political 
work, we must, first of all, find out why it is weak and where the weakness is. 
Its causes are complicated but I think weakness has something to do with the fol- 
lowing points: 


1) The theoretical level of some cadres is not high and they lack essential un- 
derstanding of party lines and policies. Because of this, they are unable to 
distinguish right from wrong. At the previous stage, for example, many workers 
left their posts and did things to "get rich," and even to speculate and profi- 
teer. At that time, few people came forward to stop or criticize these workers. 
Some even erroneously thought it was “promoted and permitted" by the central 
authorities. On hearing "class struggle will not be taken as the key link," 
some cadres even forgot class struggle and did nothing against some trends of 
bourgeois liberalism which broke away from the socialist orbit. 


2) Some of our party organizations lack real knowledge of the state of mind 
among the masses. They have no idea what the masses are thinking about, the 
proportions of various ideas, and how they are formed. In particular, they of- 
ten take a simplified approach toward the ideological problems of young pecple. 
Since they have no figures in mind, naturally they attempt ineffective solutions 
to problems and their work is not to the point and is aimless. 


3) Some of our cadres lack a sense of responsibility. They are afraid of of- 
fending people and afraid of “going out for wool but coming home shorn." There- 
fore, they think in terms of "the less the better," and evade contradictions. 


4) The enthusiasm of some comrades doing political work has not been brought 
into full play. In many cases, no sound systems of political work and institu- 
tions have been built up and ideological-political work has not been put on the 
normal scientific track. 
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The above state of affairs may vary with different units to varying degrees. If 
measures are suited to each case, the state of laxity and weakness in ideological 
and political work will certainly be changed. 


Xiangshui County Remedies 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 26 Oct 81 p 3 


[Article by Jin Feng [6855 7685]: "Xiangshui County CCP Committee Overcomes 
Its State of Laxity and Weakness: ] 


[Text] The CCP Committee for Xiangshui County, Jiangsu Province has implemented 
the spirit of the national symposium on questions on the ideological front. The 
standing committee of the county committee has held activities meetings to un- 
fold criticism and self-criticism. Problems found in party work in Xiangshui 
County and the problem of leadership of the standing committee were brought to 
light, their causes were analyzed and measurements for improvement were suggested. 


The Standing Committee of the Xiangshui County Committee came to identify the 
state of laxity and weakness in its leadership. Its laxity and weakness were 
strikingly expressed by its ineffective criticism of some liberal trends on the 
ideological front, bv its ineffective struggle against unhealthy tendencies 
within the party, by its ineffective reorganization of the leading groups of 
county organs, and by its ineffective grasp of important measures for production 
guidance. 


According to their analysis, the main causes of the above state of affairs were: 
(1) The standing committee members of the county committee busied themselves 
with specific affairs and took no serious attitude toward party lines and poli- 
cies. (2) The interests of revolution and those of individuals were not put in 
their proper perspectives. Some of the standing committee members did not take 
a clear-cut stand on many questions of principle. Frequently, they gave more 
thought to personal interests and failed to put the interests of the revolution 
in the primary position. It frequently happened that they were unanimous at 
meetings but not after the meetings were over. This hindered implementation of 
the county committee resolutions. (3) They negatively learned the lessons of 
the "great Cultural Revolution.” They still had lingering fears in varying de- 
grees. When doing things, they always looked ahead and behind and took precau- 
tions and watched their steps. In particular, they dared not make up their minds 
to rectify unhealthy tendencies. (4) Democratic life within the party was not 
normal and criticism and self-criticism were not seriously developed. 


To change the state of laxity and weakness in the leadership of the standing 
committee, they studied measures for improvement: 


First, open a study course after the autumn sowing for responsible persons of 
departments, committees, staff offices, and bureaus to study the documents of 
the Sixth Plenum and the national symposium on ideological questions. Special- 
ized training and separate spare time training methods will be adopted to train 
crvassroots cadres, unify their understanding, and raise their level of thinking. 


56 








Second, strengthen building of leading groups at various levels. First of all, 
the leading groups of departments, committees, staff offices, and bureaus will 
definitely be reorganized. 


Third, streamline democratic centralism and bring the role of collective leader- 
ship into full play. 


Fourth, streamline the cadre management system, the labor management system, the 
system of census administration, and the system of financial administration. 
From now on, all things will be done according to regulations and an end will be 
put to “personal relations and personal favor." They will persist in setting an 
example. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


CHARACTERISTICS OF MAO ZEDONG THOUGHT DISCUSSED 
Guangzhou NANFANG RIBAO in Chinese 12 Oct 81 p 4 


[Article by Zhe Yuan [0772 0337]: "Guangzhou Philosophical Circles Discuss Spe- 
cial Characteristics of Mao Zedong's Philosophy] 


[Text] What are the characteristics of Mao Zedong Thought? This has been the 
subject of continued discussion and research conducted by Guangdong philosophical 
circles. From the papers submitted to academic associations and speeches made to 
the symposiums, the following three categories of opinion are derived: 


The first kind of opinion sees the seeking of truth from facts as the essence of 
Mao Zedong Thought. Such theorists think that, from the practical standpoint of 
Chinese society and the Chinese revolution, everything stems from reality, and 
to seek truth from facts and unite theory with practice are the basic starting 
point and foundation that gave birth to Mao Zedong Thought and its development. 
From the theoretical point of view, seeking truth from facts is materialism; in 
terms of epistemology, it is the upholding of concrete practice as the prerequi- 
site; in terms of dialectics, its substance is the unity of opposites, the meth- 
odology of making concrete analysis of concrete conditions; in terms of histori- 
cal materialism, it is insistence on following the mass line. Seeking truth from 
facts penetrates every component of the entirety of Mao Zedong Thought. It is 
the quintessence and the core of Mao Zedong Thought--that is to say, it is the 
most basic characteristic of Mao Zedong Thought. 


The second category of opinion holds that Mao Zedong Thought is characterized by 
its class nature and its practical nature. Such theorists quote Comrade Mao 
Zedong's words, "The two outstanding characteristics of Marxist dialectical ma- 
terialism are: first, its class nature and its open proclamation of serving the 
proletariat; and second, its practical nature and its emphasis on the dependent 
relationship of theory on practice. Founded on theory, practice is in turn 
served by it." This is what basically differentiates Marxist philosophy from 
other philosophies. Mao Zedong Thought is Comrade Mao Zedong's application of 
the common principles of Marxism, integrated with the concrete practice of the 
Chinese revolution, having assimilated with discrimination the ancient Chinese 
philosophical heritage. It is the summation of the rich experiences of the con- 
temporary Chinese revolution and the world revolution. Through struggles against 
various erroneous tendencies, it has enriched and developed Marxism, conforming 
to the realities of China. The difference between Marxist dialectical materialism 
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and other schools of materialism is its emphasis on concrete practice. Comrade 
Mao Zedong developed the practical viewpoint in Marxist epistemology and summed 
it up scientifically into three major revolutionary campaigns, namely, production 
struggle, class struggle, and scientific experimentation, which have greatly en- 
riched the meaning of practice. These two characteristics of class nature and 
practical nature permeate Mao Zedong Thought. 


The third category of opinion holds that Mao Zedong Thought is the application 
and development of all practical tasks in the Chinese revolution. Utilizing 
Marxist methods, he analyzed and studied the practical problems of the Chinese 
revolution and created a series of scientific ideologies, work measures, and work 
styles. Such is the outstanding characteristic of Mao Zedong Thought, crystal- 
lized as follows: all things stem from reality, from which truth is sought; uni- 
fication of theory and practice; dialectical analysis of contradictions; the mass 
line; and so on. 


Furthermore, some regard Mao Zedong Thought as the integration of two elements: 
seeking truth from facts and following the mass line. Some hold that the most 
distinct characteristic of Mao Zedong Thought is the substantiation and conform- 
ity of Marxism to the realities of China. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


ELDERLY CADRES WELL TREATED IN ZHEJIANG 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 19 Oct 81 p 3 


[Article by Lu Liang [4151 5328]: "Good Care Provided for Retired, Veteran 
Cadres in Zhejiang" |] 


[Text] Zhejiang Province lays much emphasis on doing well the task of caring 
for the retired veteran cadres. Since last year, it has adopted different meas- 
ures which have reaped fruitful results. Close to 2,000 retired veteran cadres 
are spending their later years in contentment. 


In February of last year, the provincial party committee set down specific rules 
for activities for retired veteran cadres with regard to the reading of documents, 
listening to reports, political study, and party organizational life. Veteran 
cadres in retirement are entitled to enjoy the same privileges as cadres on the 
job. Activity centers for retirees are built in many counties and municipalities 
all over the province. 


In order to ensure protection of the life of the retirees, complimentary tickets 
are issued on three levels by the counties and municipalities in the province. 
They include tickets for medical visits, vegetable sales, and cinema and theater 
visits so that [retirees] can enjoy priority in these activities in addition to 
newspaper and magazine subscriptions. In the hot summer, the provincial party 
committee organized outings for over 100 retirees to convalesce at summer resorts 
such as Mo Gan Mountain and Pu Tuo Mountain. Regular health checkups are sched- 
uled and health records are kept on file so that timely treatment can be given 

to patients as soon as any symptoms of illness are detected. Consequently, the 
general health of veteran cadres with different constitutions are guaranteed dif- 
ferent degrees of improvement or recuperation. 


In order to perfect organizationally the substantial task of looking after the 
welfare of retired veteran cadres, the organizational department of the provin- 
cial party committee has established an office to handle their administrative 
affairs; to constantly study their political, health, and living conditions; and 
to take the initiative to perform routine tasks enthusiastically and well. Under 
the enforcement of the provincial party committee, the organizational committee 
at municipal and county levels also have set up offices equipped with profes- 
sionals for retired veteran cadres. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN REVOLUTION, LEGAL SYSTEM EXPLAINED 


Shanghai MINZHU YU FAZHI [DEMOCRACY AND THE LEGAL SYSTEM] in Chinese No 7, 25 Jul 
81 pp 5-9 


[Article by Zhang Youyu [1728 0645 3342]: "Revolution and the Legal System--Written 
in Commemoration of the 60th Anniversary of the Founding of the CCP"] 


Text] The lst of July of this year is the 60th anniversary of the founding of the 

great CCP. Looking back on the leadership of the party during the struggle in which 

the Chinese people advanced victoriously through the people's new democratic revolu- 
tion, the socialist revolution and the socialist construction, we are even more impressed 
withthe correctness and greatness of the party. Without the Communist Party there 

would be no new China. Without the leadership of the Communist Party it is not possible 
to build up a powerful socialist state through the four modernizationprojects. In 

order to build a powerful modern state, we must develop socialist democracy and perfect 
out socialist legal system. We shall now explain, theoretically and factually, the 
mutual relationship between revolutionand the legal system. 


l. The relationship between revolution and the legal system is one of unity of 
opposites. That means, they are opposites, yet also united, mutually contradictory, 
yet also mutually interrelated. Their kind of relationship has been built up on 

the foundation of the class nature of the legal system. 


Law is the product of a class society. It reflects the aspirations and interests 
of the ruling clas. It can only serve the ruling class. Whatever constitutes the 
legal system, it, too, is like the class nature of law--and regardless of what class 
we are talking about--a tool of the ruling class in exercising its rule. It is a 
precious weapon in the hands of the ruling class, but felt as a merciless whip by 
the ruled. Ever since mankind entered the stage of class society, there has never 
been an exception to this in modern or ancient times, in China or elsewhere. 


In a class society, the methods by which the ruling classs rules the people are many 
and varied, but among the most important ones is the legal system, because it has 
distinctive effects, exceeding those of other methods when it comes to the exercise 

of class rule and establishing a social order of the kind that the ruling class demands. 
The legal systems of all exploiting classes, from that of the slave society to the 

legal systems of the oourgeois countries, directed their attacks unquestionably first 
against the working people, cruelly oppressing them and forcing them to submit to 

their rule. Of course, the legal system of the exploiting classes also has the func- 
tion of regulating the internal relationships within the ruling class. The members 
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of the ruling class, generally speaking, also have to abide by the law and are not 
allowed to violate the legal system that is protecting the interests of the entire 
ruling class. However, the obedience of the ruling class to the law is of a different 
character to that of the ruled. In the former case the ojbective is one of protec- 
tion, in the latter case the objective is one of dictatorial rule. Moreover, inthe 
former case, obedience to the law has as its purpose the consolidation of the position 
of the ruling class, the ultimate aim still being to take appropriate measures against 
the ruled. 


Since the legal system serves only the ruling class and protects only the interests 
of the ruling class, it of course, meets with opposition from the ruled. In capital- 
ist countries ruled by the bourgeoisie the working people can be successful in their 
struggle to gain their rights of existence only if they cast off the fetters of the 
bourgeois legal system. In their entire revolutionary struggle, the working people 
will first of all render opposition to the bourgeois legal system and furthermore 
make this a major objective in their political struggle. In this sense, revolution 
and the legal system of the reactionary ruling class are fundamentally opposed to 
each other; in fact, revolution is out to destroy the old legal system. Of course, 
opposition to the bourgeois legal system does not preclude using it to engage in 
"lawful struggle." 


Once the proletariat establishes its own political regime, it will simultaneously 
establish its own revolutionary legal system and furthermore make it the tool of 

its political control. Otherwise it would not be possible to set up the socialist order 
and consolidate the fruits of the revolution. Establishing the legal system is the 
guarantee for consolidation of political power and it is also an important precon- 
dition for the assertion of the superiority of the socialist system in the political 
field. 


2. The people's revolution led by the CCP is in its depth and breadth an unprecedented 
event in the history of our country. Speaking only of how it relates to the legal 
system, we may say, to put it briefly, that it was a process from opposing and smashing 
the reactionary old legal system to building up a revolutionary new legal system. 


The first National Congress of the CCP was held on 1 July 1921. It was at this time 
that an entirely new political party of the working class emerged on Chinese soil, 

a party which had communism as its ultimate objective and which accepted Marxism- 
Leninism as its guiding ideology. Only a short time after its inception, the party 
was shouldering the task of leadership in the democratic revolution. In order to 
fully arouse the masses to action, expand and strengthen the revolutionary forces, 
it was necessary to first of all break down the fetters of the reactionary legal 
system maintained by the feudal warlord regime. Therefore, during that period our 
party made extreme efforts in its propaganda and all its activities to fight the 

old legal system. Take the labor movement in Hunan Province as an example, the peasants’ 
association completely smashed the fuedal landlord privileges that had existed for 
thousands of years. Wherever a peasant movement sprung up, the old legal system 

was destroyed. Similiarly, whereever there was an upsurge in the workers’ movement 
and youth movement, the old legal system was ruthlessly attacked. 


With the betrayal of the revolution by the Kuomintang in 1927, China entered the 

stage of the second revolutionary civil war. Since by that time bases had been estab- 
lished by the people's revolution led by the party, and a revolutionary regime of 
workers and peasants had been established in these bases, the fight against the old 
legal system withinthe sphere of these bases. On 7 November 1931, the first All- 
China Conference of Soviets of the Chinese Soviet Republic was convened at Ruijin 
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in Jiangxi Province. This congress passed the “Outline Constitution of the Chinese 
Soviet Republic,” which stipulated explicitly that the Chinese Soviet Republic was 
a regime of the democratic dictatorship of the workers and peasants, and that the 
objective of the regime was to “wipe out all survivals of fuedalism, drive out the 
influences of all imperialist powers in China and unite China." It stipulated 
furthermore that “all people within the territory of the Soviet regime, workers, 
peasants, Red Army personnel and all other members of the laboring people together 
with their families, regardless of sex, race...religion, shall be equal before the 
Soviet law and shall all be citizens of the Soviet Republic." This outline consti- 
tution basically reflected the will of the working class and of the broad masses 

of laboring people at that time. It embodied the demands put forward by the new 
democratic revolution and was a great encouragement for the revolution and for the 
constructive undertakings in the base area. The congress also passed a land law 
and a labor lawof the Chinese Soviet Republic and moreover decided on a set of "Pro- 
visional Regulations Governing the Organization of Local Soviet Governments." The 
legal system of the central Soviet base was established under the conditions of the 
revolutionary struggle that followed the betrayal of the revolution by the Kuomintang 
and was to satisfy the needs of those days. Although this was the case and though 
today we may find it not quite adequate, it provided a foundation for the subse- 
quent establishment of our legal system. 


Following 7 July 1937, the invasion of Japanese imperialismmoved the national conflict 
into a priority position among all contradictions. The salvation of our nation and 

the defeat of the Japanese imperalist invasion became the fundamental task of the 
party as it led the people's revolution. To accomplish this great revolutionary 

task and drive the Japanese invaders from every inch of Chinese soil, the party adopted 
the correct policy of establishing a national united front against Japan to bring 

about unity in the war of resistance. To cope with the changed situation, our party 
decided to give major attention to lawful struggle and tobecome adept at it. On 

the one hand the laws of the nationalist government were to becomplied with, to a 
certain extent and within a certian sphere, and on the other hand the party also attached 
great importance to preserving the independent position and powers of the base areas’ 


establishment of their legal systems in theanti-Japanese base areas. The above demands 
were realized in concrete terms in the “Administrative Program for the Shaanxi-Gansu- 
Ningxia Border Region During the Anti-Japanese War of Resistance," passed by the 

first representative assembly of the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia border region in January 
1939. At that time, the same method was generally adopted in the establishment of 
legal systems in the various other base areas, and the party. in its leadership of 

the struggle of the masses in areas under control of Chiang Kai-shek, also adopted 
lawful forms of struggle as far as possible. 


At the conclusion of the anti-Japanese war, Chinese class relations experienced a 
new change. Since the Kuomintang reactionaries, headed by Chiang Kai-shek, provoked 
a civil war against the communists and against the people, the domestic class contra- 
diction became again the major contradiction that had to be solved by our party. 

Our party correctly decided to adopt revolutionary dual tactics to combat Chiang 
Kai-shek's counterrevolutionary dual tactics. Onthe one hand our party conducted 
talks with the Juomintang at Chongqing and signed the October 10 [1945] agreement, 
thus following a course of lawful struggle in a reasonable, beneficial and upright 
manner in order to gain peace, democracy ard unity, and on the other hand adopted 
self-defense countermeasures against the civil war that the Kuomintang was unleash- 
ing, hitting back at their attacks. To cope with this situation, as far as the legal 
system was concerned, our party consistently opposed the May 5 [1945] draft constitu- 
tion of the Kuomintang and demanded a constitutional government on the principles 

of new democracy and the progressive establishment in the liberated areas of a new 
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democratic legal system. Under the leadership of the party, the people in the areas 
controlled by Chiang Kai-shek launched a struggle against the bogus "National Congress" 
and bogus "constitution," and engaged in a grand and spectacular struggle to protest 
against fascist atrocities, thereby giving powerful cooperation to the people's war 

of liberation. 


At the same time a more intensive movement was launched in the liberated areas for 

a thorough elimination of the counterrevolutionary legal system of the Juomintang 
and work intensified to build up a revolutionary legal system. The representative 
assembly of the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia border area, convened on 2 April 1946, adopted 
a set of "Principles for a Constitution of the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia Border Area," 
which regulated in principle such important questions as political organization, 

the people's rights, judicature, economics and cultural affairs. These principles 
exerted a major influence on the "Common Program of the Chinese People's Political 
Consultative Conference," decided upon after the founding of the PRC. To counter 

the statement in which Chiang Kai-shek sued for peace but proposed as basis for peace 
talks maintenance of the bogus constitution and bogus laws, the Central Committee 

of our party on 14 January 1949 put forward eight conditions as a basis for peace 
talks, fimrly upholding the demand that the bogus constitution and bogus laws must 

be abolished. The Chinese People's Pi litical Consultative Conference, which convened 
under the leadership of the CCP in the last part of September 1949, decided on the 
"Common Program of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference," the "Law 
Governing the Organization of the Central People's Government of the PRC" and the 
"Law Governing the Organization of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Con- 
ferencc." As far as the legal system was concerned, these enactments thoroughly 
destroyed the bogus legal authority of the Kuomintang, repudiated the bogus Kuomintang 
constitutions and laid the foundation for the establishment of a unified revolutionary 
legal system throughout China. 


In short, the factual development of our country's democratic revolution makes it 
clear that revolution and the old legal system are opposites; in fact, revolution 

is out to destroy the old legal system. The revolution can make use of the old legal 
system to carryout the revolutionary struggle, but it must not accept restrictions 
fromthe old legal system. As the revolution develops and gradually attains its vic- 
tory, the revolutionary legal system is being progressively established and will 
constantly expand itsareaof enforcement. It follows that the relationship of revolu- 
tion and the legal system will move progressively from a state of opposition to one 

of unity. The main reason why both can converge into unity is that the political 
power is by then already in the hands of the revolutionary people and the legal system 
has become a tool for the consolidation of the fruits of the revolution, reflecting 
and protecting the interests of the people. It is precisely as Comrade Dong Biwu 
[5516 1801 2976] expressed it: "In the past, in the various phases of the revolutionary 
civil war, many policies nad laws were drawn up in the various revolutionary base 
areas under the leadership of the party. They represented the will of the people 

and conformed with the interests of the revolution. Even if they appear rather simple 
in form and unavoidably have local character, they forcefully safeguard and promote 
the development of the revolutionary cause." 


3. After the founding of the PRC, our party's leaders continuously emphasized their 
intention to build up a socialist legal system. As early as July 1954, Comrade Mao 


Zedong pointed out: "An organization must have astatute, a state must also have 
astatute. The constitution is such a general statute, it is the fundamental and 
major law.'’ He also said that the constitution "after having been passed, must be 


carried out by every single citizen in the country, especially people employed in 
goverment agencies must take the lead in implementing it." ("Selected Works of Mao 
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Zedong," Vol 5, p 129) Comrade Zhou Enlai also once remarked: "In order to protect 
the construction undertakings of our country from harm, we must strengthen the public 
security organs, procuratorial organs and judicial organs. We must also enchance 
legislative work and the revolutionary legal system." ("Report on the Work of the 
Government" 23 September 1954) Comrade Liu Shaoqi also once pointed out: "The consti- 
tution must be observed by the whole people and all government organs." ([{Report 

on the PRC Draft Constitution," 15 September 1954) Their words expressed the wishes 
of all the people of the country and had a great effect on the establishment of the 
legal system. The legal system subsequent to the founding of the PRC is a socialist 
legal system that reflects the wishes and interests of the people. Its development 
and perfection is a continuous process of development which is now going on. 


Because we lacked experience in the early days of our state, and also objectively, 

we did not experience an urgent need for it, we were not able to immediately establish 

a perfect socialist legal system. Following the development of our socialist economy 
and politics, the objective need for legislation increased and as a consequence legisla- 
tive work continuously developed and advanced. At the time when we were concerned 

with the recovery of our national economy, the main tasks were to abolish the bogus 
legal authority of the Kuomintang, draw up urgently needed laws and establish a people's 
judicial system. As early as February 1949, the party Central Committee issued a 
"Directive Concerning Abolition of the Kuomintang Code of Six Laws and Decision on 
Judicial Procedure for the Liberated Areas," which pointed out the direction for 

the post-1949 establishment of our legal system. After the Poeple's Political Consul- 
tative Conference had been convened, it undertook, under the leadership of the party 

and basedon the "Common Program," the development of a nationwide legal system, the 
following being promulgated one after the other: Provisional Regulations Governing 

the Organization of People's Courts, General Rules on the Organization of the People's 
Procuratorate, Marriage Law, Labor Union Law, Land Reform Law, Labor Insurance Regula- 
tions, Regulationson the Punishment of Counterrevolutionaries, Regulations on Punish- 
ment of Corrupt Officials and many specific laws and regulations. The same agency 

also launched a judicial reform movement and established an approprite judicial organiza- 
tion. All these activities exerted an important effect on the establishment of organs 
of state power at all levels, on upholding revolutionary order, on safeguarding the 
interests of the working class and of other laboring people, on eliminating the old 
institutions and on accomplishing various kinds of democratic reforms. 


The first session of the National People's Congress in September 1954 drew up the 
"Constitution of the PRC,'' which contained important provision concerning political 
and economic institutions, foreign policy, state organization, judicial institutions 
and the basic rights and duties of citizens. The same congress also passed laws 
governing the organization of the National People's Congress, the State Council, 

the Supreme People's Courts and the Supreme People's Procuratorate. From then on 
the Chinese socialist legal system enetered a new era in its development. This era 
saw the promulgation of regulations governing arrests and detentions, governing the 
security administration punishments and several other laws on economic matters, all 
of importance for the maintenance of public order, in ensuring the smooth progress 
of socialist reforms andin promoting the early completion of the first 5-year plan. 
After 1957, several other laws were again drawn up, but the 10 years of internal 
turmoil were a period of complete lawlessness and the development of our legal system 
was completely thwarted. 


After the overthrow of the "gang of four" in 1976, new developments again began in 
our socialist legal system. At present, under the important guidelines furnished 

by the 30 Plenary Session of the 1lth CCP Central Committee, which fostered socialist 
democracy and strengthening of the socialist legal system, our country's socialist 
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legal system is in the process of continuously being improved and perfected. In 

1978, a new Constitution was drawn up, t which two amendments were drafted at the 
second and third sessions of the Fifth National People's Congress. In the last 2 
years, revisions were effected in the laws governing the organization of local people's 
assemblies and people's governments, in the law governing the election of delegates 

to the National People's Congress and local people's assemblies of all levels, in 

the law governing the organization of the people's courts and the people's procuratorates 
and, in the marrige law. In addition a new criminal code, a code of criminal pro- 
cedure, a law governing Chinese-foreign joint enterprises, a forestry law, an environ- 
mental protection law, a law on income tax of joint Chinese-foreign enterprises, 

an income tax law for individuals and othe special laws were successively promulgated. 
The 12th session of the Standing Committee of the Fifth National People's Congress 

also passed a resolution on the validity of various laws andordinances enacted since 
the founding of the PRC. At the same time, it restored the judicial structure and 

the teaching of jurisprudence and related research organs, which had been demolished 

by the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing counterrevolutionary cliques. Education on the legal 
system was vigorously resumed on a nationwide scale. All this contributed to the 
powerful protection of the people's interests and to safeguard stability and unity 

and the smooth progress of our great four modernizations. 


The road that our socialist legal system has hadtotraverse in its development during 
the more than 30 years since the founding of the PRC has not been a smooth one. It 
proceeded in stages: A period of constructive development, then a period of tortuous 
meandering, then recovery and again development. Why did it have to run such a tortuous 
path? The reasons are that on the one hand we lacked experience andwere inept at 
utilizing this tool, the socialist legal system. On the other hand it is also due 

to our incorrectly summing up the experiences from the opposition to the old legal 
system. Some people fell victim to a blindness to realities. People in leading 
positions were not in the habit of making use of the legal system to safeguard the 
socialist construction, but rather they were accustomed to using purely administrative 
means. This was particularly true in the case of Lin Biao and Jiang Qing and all 
their cohorts, who actually were counterrevolutionaries who had infiltrated the ranks 
of the revolutionaries; they were fundamentally hostile to the socilaist legal system 
and opposed to it. 


A socialist state is one in which the people, under the leadership of the communist 
party, have become masters of their own affairs and one which by its very charac- 
ter demands the establishment of a socialist legal system. The development that 

our socialist legal system took, tells us that a perfect legal system is something 
that the people's hearts and minds will turn to; it conforms withthe wishes and aspira- 
tions of the people, as it also conforms with the laws of our social development. 

As a consequence, its path, no matter how tortuous, must finally lead to a gradual 
perfection of the legal system. This guarantees, politically, a full display of 

the superiority of the socialist system. It tells us also that in the course of 
perfecting the socialist legal system, we must oppose two mistaken tendencies, namely 
the tendency to underestimate the legal system and the tendency to ascribe to law 

an omnipotent power. The reason why we must oppose the tendency to underestimate 

the legal system is that this tendency runs counter to the principles of the socialist 
legal system. The reason why we must oppose the tendency of ascribing an omnipotent 
power to law is that this tendency does not conform with the realities. Nowhere 

in ancient or modern times, in China or in other countries, has there ever been 

a successful state administration that relied only on law. This is so, because in 
the administration of a country, law can only exercise the effectiveness that it 

is capable of. Apart from law, what is needed, too, are politics, ethics, economic 
work, iedological work, etc. Precisely because law is not omipotent, and people 

who expect it to perform what law cannot possibly perform will be disappointed, a 
situation may arise that gives anopening to the "doctrine of the ineffectiveness of law." 
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We are now engaged in efforts, under the guidance of the party, to perfect our socialist 
legal system. Following the third session of the Fifth National People's Congress, 

the revision of the Constitution is now being energetically pursued; the civil code 

and a series of economic laws that are to embody the demands of our economic reforms, 
are now being drawn up. At this time, when the focus of work of the whole party 

and whole country has been shifted to socialist construction, the unity of legal 

system and revolution is prominently manifested in the intensive service which the 
socialist legal system is rendering to the four modernizations--safeguarding socialist 
democracy, consolidating nad developing stability and unit and ensuring the smooth 
progress of our undertaking to build a powerful modern socialist state. 


The development of our socialist economy and politics during the more than 30 years 
since the founding of the PRC brought about fundamental changes in the class struggle 
in our country. The socialist system has already solidified into a firm rule, and 

the former classes of landlords, rich peasants and capitalists do not exist anymore. 
The target of our dictatorship has shrunk, while the circle of "people" has widened, 
and as a consequence the most important thingin the strengthening of the socialist 
legal system, in a certain sense, iSthe adjustment of the varous kindsof social rela- 
tions that have arisen among the people. However, there are still counterrevolutionary 
elements in our country, also enemy agents, criminal elements, degenerate elements, 
persons liable to commit graft and embezzlement or who engage in speculation and -: 
profiteering, certain remnants of the "gang of our” faction, an extremely small number 
of unreformed landlords and rich peasants and some other remnants of the old exploit- 
ing classes. These people can still endanger our country's socialist system and 

can still sabotage our country's four modernizations. Toward these people, the social- 
ist legal system still bears the responsibility of exercising dictatorship. These 

two functions of the socialist legal system focus on one point, namely the safeguarding 
of the normal progress of the four modernizations. The legislative work since the 
first session of the Fifth National People's Congress gives very clear expression 

to the abovementioned special features. 


To sum up, in the 60 years since its founding, the party has applied correctly historical 
materialism in solving the problem of the legal system, as this problem arose in 

the democratic revolution and in the socialist revolution. It means that the party 

has used revolutionary methods to completely overthrow imperialism, feudalism, bureau- 
crat-capitalism and the rule of the reactionary Kuomintang regime--which represented 
all the mentioned evils--over China. The party has made the people cast off the 
oppressive old legal system and furthermore destroyed the reactionary old legal system, 
gradually building up and putting into force its own socialist legal system. This 

kind of legal system is quite different from the legal systems of the capitalist 
countries; it embodies the demands of the socialist system and of the people's demo- 
cratic dictatorship and solves all problems by applying dialectical materialism and 
historical materialism. The socialist legal system is the party's policy rendered 

into explicit legal provisions and firmly solidified in these provisions. It will 
therefore as a matter of course uphold socialism, the people's democratic dictatorship, 
the leadership of the party, Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought. Precisely 

as Comrade Deng Xiaoping expressed it, we must uphold the four basic principles and 
under no circumstances allow anyone to unsettle or disturb our resolution, while 

we must furthermore transform these principles into appropriate fixed legal forms. 

This is not only a demand of the present time, but also a fundamental policy that 
must be upheld firmly throughout the entire socialist stage. 
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Those systems that talk of strengthening the socialist legal system while abandoning 
the four basic principles, or that even believe that si sengthening the socialist legal 
system consists of copying the so-called "perfect" legal systems of foreign countries, 
as well as those who relinquish contact with reality, cast aside policies and fantasize 
about producing an all-embracing blueprint, are all wnrealistic, erroneous and harmful. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


JIANGSU PROVINCE REPORTS CRACKDOWN ON CRIME 
Outstanding Results Achieved 
Nanjing XINHUA RIBAO in Chinese 12 Aug 81 p l 


/Article by Gong Ping /1362 1627/: "Preliminary Results Have Been Realized in 
Reorganizing Public Security and Striking at Crime Throughout the Province; Many 
Good People and Good Deeds of Helping Victims and Stopping Crime Have Emerged"/ 


/Text/ After transmitting the spirit of the five-city public security discussion 
conference sponsored by the Central Political and Judicial Committee and the provin- 
cial committee, the political, judicial and public secuurity organs of the entire 
province, under the leadership of the party committee, have fully mobilized the 
masses, actively launched the struggle to strike at crime and reorganize public 
security, and closely combined theses efforts with propaganda and implementation of 
the three legal documents passed by the Standing Committee of the National People's 
Congress. After over 2 months of active work, outstanding results have been realized 
in many aspects. 


During the 2 months, the public security organs of the entire province have solved a 
number of current cases in time; the absolute number of cases solved has increased 
greatly over that of 2 months ago. Some major cases were solved within several hours 
and some were solved a few days after they occurred, and the criminals were appre- 
hended. Some accomplices who caused serious harm were exposed. Some localities even 
solved some counterrevolutionary cases in time. 


On the basis of investigation, the local political and judicial organs throughout the 
province concentrated on striking at and dealing with current criminals and severely 
and quickly punished major current criminals according to the law. Some criminals 
who committed major crimes and who caused public anger, such as the murderer Luo 
Wenxuan /7482 2429 6693/ who murdered and moved the body of the victim in the busy 
area of the city of Nanjing, murderer Fang Hongcai /2455 7703 2088/ who madly murdered 
civilian police Comrade Yuan Yongkang /5913 3057 1660/ in revenge in Jiangying 
County, were captured within a short period, their cases were quickly reviewed and 
closed, and they were severely punished in accordance with the law. Many localities 
held mass meetings after the trials of major current criminals and publicly announced 
their sentences. This has served importantly to educate and mobilize the masses and 
to frighten criminal elements. 


Since June, each locality has insisted on implementing and carrying out the 
<< public notice concerning the collection of lethal weapons, guns and ammunition)>d 
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issued by the provincial people's government. A large number of lethal weapons, guns 
and ammunition scattered in the community were collected. Up to 5 August, throughout 
the province, 13,567 daggers, triangular shaving knives, steel chain whips, 
three-section cudgels and similar lethal weapons used for fighting and criminal 
activities, were collected. In addition, a number of rifles and handguns, bullets, 
explosives, detonators, blasting fuses and similar weapons and explosives were 
collected. Some people who had privately hidden lethal weapons, privately manu- 
factured lethal and explosives, or attempted to commit crimes for revenge and gather 
for gang wars handed over their lethal weapons in time, thus avoiding the occurrence 
of vicious cases and incidents that would have seriously affected public security. 


The effort to strike at crime and reorganize public security has received the active 
support of the broad number of cadres and masses and has mobilized the enthusiasm 

of the masses of people to struggle against criminal elements. In the past, some 
cadres feared that criminal elements would commit murder in revenge and did not 

dare intervene in criminal activities they observed or rescue the victims facing 
danger. Now they have more courage and believe they are stronger and they have stood 
up to struggle against criminal elements. During the past 2 months, the masses have 
turned in to the public security agenc‘»s for handling more than 2,000 people who have 
committed crimes and they have informed on and exposed over 7,700 cases of illegal 
and criminal activities; good people and good deeds have emerged in great numbers to 
perform courageous and righteous deeds, they have stopped crimes and apprehended 
criminals. In Nanjing city alone, recently 221 cadres were given the title of active 
elements in the maintenance of public security. 





Under the threat of the concentrated strikes at crime, some criminal elements have 
appeared willingly before the public security organs and confessed to crimes. Accord- 
ing to incomplete statistics, in the past 2 months there were over 900 criminal 
elements who confessed to the public security organs. A criminal in Changzou city 
went willingly to the public security organ on 24 July and confessed to stealing 
goods worth over 9,000 yuan from a factory as part of a theft ring, and returned over 
2,100 yuan of stolen money and other stolen goods. During this period, throughout 
the province 44 criminals sentenced to labor reform and labor and education who 
escaped returned to camp willingly. Many criminals in custody serving labor reform 
and persons performing labor and being educated also confessed willingly to inform 

on and expose criminal activities. 


After the reorganization during this period, a new favorable trend of a rise in 
proper behavior and a drop in criminal behavior have begun to emerge in broad regions 
of the towns and countryside throughout the province, and social and public security 
and order have begun to improve. In June and July, the number of criminal cases 
occurring throughout the province dropped 11.7 percent from that 2 months ago. The 
incidents of gang wars and using knives to harm others have been notably reduced. 
Some bus and railroad stations, harbors, movie houses and theaters, skating rinks 

and busy sections of the cities where public security and order were not good have 
also had less trouble caused by hoodlums, and the public security situation has 
changed. 


At present, the political, judicial and public security organs of each locality are 
continuing to conscientiously implement the spirit of the five-city public security 
discussion conference sponsored by the Central Political and Judicial Committee and 
the political and judicial conference sponsored by the provincial committee under the 
leadership of the party committee and the government and are taking the spirit of 

the Sixth Plenum as the guiding ideology to deepen the struggle of striking at crime 
and reorganizing public security and to strive toward further improvement of social 
and public security. 
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Further Efforts Needed 
Nanjing XINHUA RIBAO in Chinese 12 Aug 81 p l 


Exert Efforts Again and Again To Strive Toward Further Improvement in Social and 
Public Security 


/Text/ After more than 2 months of active work, results have been obtained in 
striking at crime and reorganizing public security throughout the province, and social 
and public security in the towns and villages has begun to improve. 


But it must be observed that striking at crime and reorganizing public security are 
long-term tasks. To realize a basic improvement in social and public security, a 
long period of hard struggle must be carried out. At present, the problems of 

public security at many places are still very serious. In some aspects, some new 
Situations and problems have emerged. The party and government organizations at each 
level, the political, judifical and public security organs at each level, and the 
broad number of cadres throughout the province must exert repeated efforts and 
continue to exert efforts to deepen the struggle for striking at crime and reorgani- 
zing public security. We must never be self-satisfied and relax because of the 
preliminary achievements. 


To deepen the struggle, the most fundamental rule is to take the spirit of the Sixth 
Plenum of the party as the guiding ideology to continue to conscientiously implement 
the spirit of the five-city public security discussion conference and the provincial 
committee's political and judicial conference and to continue to implement the 
guideline of severely and quickly punishing major current criminals according to the 
law. Murderers, robbers, rapists, arsonists, bombing instigators and other current 
criminal elements that seriously destroy social order must be firmly and severely 
punished according to the law, and typical cases should be selected for public 
sentencing. Only in this way can a trend be created to educate and mobilize the 
masses and to frighten and demoralize criminal elements. 


To deepen the struggle, practical and effective measures must be taken to combine 
striking at and dividing the criminals, striking at and preventing crimes and 
bringing about temporary solutions and permanent cures. At present, it is important 
to grasp the following two aspects: One is to continue to utilize the strong 

weapon of the three legal documents passed by the Standing Committee of the National 
People's Congress to launch a political offensive against criminal elements, process 
criminal elements leniently or severely in accordance with the policy of the party 
and the laws of the state; the severe or lenient punishment should be complementary 
to dividing and demoralizing the criminal. The other is to further mobilize the 
masses to conscientiously control the problems in public security comprehensively and 
well under the leadership of the party committees and government at each level, to 
implement the “four cares" and "one responsibility” demanded in public security and 
safety work proposed by the five-city public security discussion conference--that is, 
the plants, mines and enterprises should care for the workers, schools should care 
for students, street organizations should care for youths in society, parents should 
care for the education of their dependents, and a clear public security responsibility 
system should be established to apportion the tasks to the departments, to the basic 
levels and to the individual. 


We believe that with the persistent, untiring efforts of the broad number of cadres 
and masses, the struggle to strike at crime and reorganize public security will surely 
be deepened and the social and public security in towns and villages will surely be 
further improved. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ARMY SCHOOL POLITICAL COMMISSAR ON MAO ZEDONG THOUGHT 
Nanjing XINHUA RIBAO in Chinese 12 Aug 81 p 2 


/Article by Ding Qiusheng /0002 4428 3932/, political commissar of the Nanjing 
Higher Army School: "Mao Zedong Thought Nurtures My Growth"/ 


/Text/ Just preliminarily studying the "Resolution on Certain Questions in the 
History of Our Party Since the Founding of the Nation" and the important speech 

by Comrade Hu Yaobang and reminiscing about the past and looking at the future make 
me feel strong all over. 


During the hard times of old China, my family and thousands and ten thousands of 
laboring people were the same, living at the lowest level of society. I was born 
into a poor family of Lianhuagiao in Xiangxiang County in Hunan. Forced to make a 
living, I left our home village with my family when I was 8 years old and traveled 
to Anyuan to gather coal cinders along the road and in mines. At the age of ll, 

I became a child laborer. All day I bent over in the coalpits and could not 
straighten my back; I dug and picked and dragged, but still I did not get enough 

to eat, or to dress warmly, and I lived on the verge of death. Living a dark life, 
where was the future of the poor people? The unforgettable event in my life 

occurred at the beginning of autumn in 1930. Comrade Mao Zedong led the Red Army 
and came to Anyuan; he made a speech on the big lawn in front of the workers club 
and talked a lot about the principles of the revolution. He said with deep emotion: 
"Workers likeus work like draft animals, eat food only fit for hogs and dogs. Is 
this predestined in life? No! This is because of the suppression by imperialism 
and the exploitation by capitalists. If workers want to change their lot, they must 
take up guns, strike down imperialism, strike down the warlords, strike down the 
feudalist power, establish the soviet political power of the worker-peasant-soldier.” 
The talk by Commissar Mao told of the harsh conditions of our workers, showed the way 
to change the situation and the path to liberation. Every statement moved our hearts. 
I profoundly felt that Commissar Mao was close to us, that it was good to be a Red 
Army soldier. After the speech by Commissar Mao, along with over 1,000 other 

Anyuan workers I joined the Red Army, and thus began my career on the road of 
revolution and a new life. 


Several decades of struggle and experience have made me deeply realize that carrying 
out revolution by relying upon simple class emotions is not enough; only by consci- 
entiously studying revolutionary theory, by using Marxism-Leninism, and Mao Zedong 
Thought to arm our thinking can we become conscious revolutionary soldiers. I 
remember after the third anti-"“encirclement" campaign, I began my leadership post. 


72 





At that time, as a Communist Party member and as a cadre, I knew that first I had to 
obey orders and listen to commands; second, I had to serve as the model in leader- 
ship; and third, I had to be heroic in battle and be fearless of death; but as to 
why I should do so and how I could do it well, I was not too clear. Later, through 
the party's education, through the study of many important writings by Chairman Mao, 
I began slowly to learn how to lead the troops well, how to command in battle, and 
my political consciousness and leadership level also gradually improved. But a more 
systematic study of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought was possible during the 
Yanan period. That was my new starting point of growth on the road of revolution. 
In December 1937, the party sent me to the Yanan Resist Japan University to learn. 
At the time, Chairman Mao and other leading comrades of the party Central Committee 
frequently came to the Resist Japan University to lecture or present reports. 
Chairman Mao lectured us <<On Protracted War,>> "On Problems of Strategy in China's 
Revolutionary War,">><<On Practicey> and ‘On Contradiction>> and similar 

important topics. He used lively words and made symbolic comparisons to explain the 
profound philosophy in a simple way that was easily understood. When he talked about 
exciting events, the whole audience burst into enthusiastic applause and happy 
laughter, until the applause and the laughter became one and continued endlessly. 
From then on, and later through the Yanan rectification, Marxist materialism and 
dialectics were imprinted deeply in my mind, enabling me to more consciously utilize 
the stand, viewpoint, and method of Marxism in later revolutionary practices to 
understand things and to guide my work. Reviewing the revolutionary road I have 
traveled, I deeply believe that for every step forward, I relied on the guidance of 
the party and Chairman Mao and I relied on being nurtured by Mao Zedong Thought. 

It was the beloved party, the great leader Chairman Mao, the great Mao Zedong Thought 
that gave me light on the mountains of Anyuan, that gave me courage on the road of 
the Long March, that gave me wisdom in the caverns of Yanan, that gave me confidence 
and strength in the war of resistance against Japan and the war of liberation, and 
that showed me the direction in the socialist revolution and the period of socialist 
buildup. Without the Communist Party, without Chairman Mao and Mao Zedong Thought, 
there would not be any New China, and I would not have today. 


Although I am old, I am determined to continue to exert efforts to learn 
Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, to follow the direction pointed out since 
the Third Plenum of the llth Party Central Committee, to brighten my spirit, to 
heighten my fighting will, to do more work for the party during my remaining years, 
to spend my whole life struggling to realize the glorious endeavors of the Communist 
Party. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ANTITANK SKILLS OF NANJING ‘RED 9TH COMPANY' NOTED 
Nanjing XINHUA RIBAO in Chinese 23 Jul 81 p 3 


/Article by Dou Mang /4535 5345/: "Revived Spirit Is Higher Than in the Past--On 
the “Red 9th Company" of a Certain Unit of the Nanjing Troops"/ 


/Text/ Early in the morning, the foothills of Malingshan in northern Jiangsu were 
quiet. Ping! Ping! Ping! Three red signal flares shot up into the sky. The 
antitank exercise of the "Red 9th Company" of a certain regiment of the Nanjing 
troops had begun. 


Through gunpowder smoke and dust, the officers and men led by company commander 

Tang Youging /3282 0645 1987/ took shortcuts, crossed ditches, and rapidly took up 
the starting position for the assault. The main attacking platoon completely 
destroyed the enemy infantrymen guarding the forward positions; then the recoilless 
guns and rocket launchers and the demolition teams and such antitank weapons used the 
tactic of firing at the targets far away and blasting the targets that were near, and 
fiercely attacked the armored enemy targets in unison. The targets were all blasted 
open. In the smoke, the entire company courageously charged, occupied the mountain 
stronghold in one move, and quickly strengthened fortifications to prepare for a 
counterattack by the enemy. 


Watching this exciting battle, over 100 high-ranking officers on a nearby mountaintop 
said in praise: "The tactical moves look real, the organization and command are 
appropriate, just like fighting a modern war.” 


The 9th Company was formed during the war of the Autumn Harvest Uprising in 1927. 
During the war years, the 9th Company always “defended as strongly as Taishan and 
attacked as fiercely as the tiger"™ and became known throughout the entire armed 
forces. During the Red Army period, they utilized the intervals between battles 
to train and they fought many glorious wars. During the Sin~ Japanese war, they 
coordinated with brotherly companies and crossed the Hutuo River at night to launch 
a surprise attack on the Yangmingbao Airfi<ld occupied by the Japanese, waging the 
famous battle of using rifles and grenades to destroy 24 enemy airplanes. After 
winning the battle by crossing the river, the 9th Company embarked on wooden rafts 
and in 15 minutes occupied a position on the bank across the river and won the 
title of “crossing the river vanguard company." In the battle to defend Gumsong 
during the Korean War, the 9th Company ambushed the enemy for 7 days and nights in 
the snow, and the whole company received the first order award for battle achieve- 
ments. During the mass movement training in 1964, the 9ch Company won the title 
of being the “Little Tiger" for its Red ideology, its hard style of work, its 
precise techniques, and its versatile tactics. Today, in the march toward the 
modernization of national defense, the glorious tradition of the 9th Company has a 
new chapter, and its glory overshadows past years. 
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Take this antitank exercise as an example. At the beginning of this year, the 9th 
Company came to the Maling mountain region to carry out antitank training. This was 
a key turing point. The new topic of “three attacks and three defenses” was the 
outstanding new topic, and the difficulties were great: the demands were high, there 
was a shortage of teaching materials and equipment, and the difficulties were like 
small mountains. To unify the ideology of the whole company, political instructor 
Shang Housi /0794 0624 1835/ organized everyone to visit the honors room, to review 
the history of the company, and to learn tradition, and the cadres and soldiers 
affirmed their confidence in overcoming difficulty and doing training well. The 
company and squads established a teaching materials writing group and an equipment 
renovation group. Before training began, they made over 120 pieces of antitank 
equipment and wrote over 50 books for use as teaching materials. 


Immediately after the spring holidays, the whole company carried out basic training 
in the severe cold of more than 10 degrees below zero. In the early morning, they 
crossed the snow on foot and carried their rifles and live ammunition on a 
S-kilometer cross-country march. In target practice, they wore masks and trained 
arduously in the various positions of shooting. On the exercise field, they took off 
their cotton clothes, climbed low walls, crossed single-plank bridges, and practiced 
the skill of moving under enemy fire. After 2 months of hard training, they 
compieted the basic training. After examination, their scores in 25 subjects were 
above the good grades; 45 technically skilled members in various fields emerged 
throughout the company. 


In April the company rapidly marched to the Malingshan area, where the trees were 
green, and camped there. They began combat training in company attack. To explore 
the method of attacking tanks under conditions_of modern warfare, the whole company 
thought of ideas. Squad leader Xiao Ailiang /5135 1947 5328/ organized the whole 
squad to study foreign military methods and conducted exercises in each of the 
current infantry squad grouping plans according to the combat characteristics of 
foreign military troops, and revised and strengthened the plans in repeated practice. 
When they were exercising on height "91," they were over 20 kilometers away from 
their camp. Each exercise required walking several dozen li of mountain paths, 
assaulting several mountain strongholds, and soaking the uniforms with sweat. They 
sometimes exercised two or three times a day, and after more than 20 times of 
exercise, they finally found a grouping method that was more suitable to the 
demands of real war, and it was popularized throughout the company. 


One evening, the 9th Company received orders to rush to a certain high ground 

forward position of the “enemy” to build fortifications. Instantly, the 9th Company 
started out quietly in the reflecting glow of the setting sun. At nightfall, the 
position was abnormally hot and mosquitoes attacked their faces while the soldiers 
carried out earth work on the hard rock beach. The uniforms became wet and blisters 
rose on their palms, but none complained. Everyone worked all night, and before day- 
break, 67 single bunkers, 19 two-person bunkers and 240 meters of entrenchment were 
built, enabling all of the company's men and equipment to enter the earth work. 


The cadres and soldiers of the 9th Company relied on this spirit of going all the way, 
everyone learned to use the 40mm rocket launcher, the individual rocket and many 

types of antitank weapons in a short time, and they also learned to use guided 
missiles. From the platoon, squad, and combat group to each soldier, everyone grasped 
more than three coordinated methods of combating tanks. 
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Deputy squad leader Yao Youfa /1202 0645 4099/ began to use the rocket launcher from 
the time he joined the army. To acquire superior skill in attacking tanks using the 
rocket launcher, whenever he had time he went to the tank company to talk to the tank 
soldiers and ask them about the performance and characteristics of tanks. During the 
exercise, he carefully observed the changes in the traveling speed of tanks when they 
went uphill and downhill, when they encountered obstacles, and when they shifted gears 
and turned, and he explored ways to grasp this favorable opportunity to accurately 
shoot them. To practice estimating the speed, distance and direction of tanks 
traveling at night, he frequently listened to the sounds of the motor at various 
speeds when the tanks went uphill and downhill, and when they shifted gears in 
exercises, and he grasped a set of antitank techniques. In this exercise, Yao Youfa 
participated in 27 live ammunition practices and fired over 100 rockets; each round 
hit the target, and he became known as a “master in hitting tanks." 


The soldiers competed against the fierce tiger in practice and the cadres were not 
weak either. After training in company attack against tanks, the higher authorities 
attached tanks, 82mm mortars, heavy machineguns, and mines to the 9th Company. This 
was the first time for company commander Tang Youging to command such a “combined 
troop." He said: “How can a military commander not understand the combat of com- 
bined forces and not understand the characteristics of attaching troops to subordinate 
units and supporting the platoons and regiments and not be able to manage jointly 

‘the vehicles, the horses and the cannons'?" Therefore, he decided to learn. He 
found information on foreign military methods and he also collated the military 
information he had accumulated from the time he joined the army, bound the materials 
into books, and read and studied each one. He used every minute: he questioned tank 
soldiers; he climbed into tanks to learn their structure; he rode on top of tanks to 
experience full speed and slow speed travel, going uphill and downhill, and crossing 
over obstacles. He asked the company commander of the artillery company to be his 
teacher; he copied data on the velocity of the cannon shells, the range and the radius 
of wounding and killing, and read the data whenever he had time. After hard study, 

he quickly grasped the combat skills of multiple forces in order to command tanks, 
artillery soldiers and engineers; he organized and commanded antitank attacks and 
night-time resistance exercises five times, and each time he was praised by the hicher 
authorities for his decisive commands, the correctness of his determination, and the 
approvriate use of soldiers. 


The spirit of the “fierce tiger” is being passed on generation after generation, and 
the fiery red battle flag becomes even brighter. In recent years, the 9th Company 
participated in 12 training competitions of the regiment, the division and the army, 
and each time it received high scores. After being ranked second in collective 
scores in 1978, it continued for 2 years to be third in collective scores. During 
the first half of this year, it completed the task of basic training early and it 
scored better than good in 10 subjects, and the higher authorities have popularized 
the training experience of the company. 


. 
CSO: 4005/870 


76 





MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ACHIEVEMENT OF AIR FORCE ‘TOP AERIAL MARKSMAN’ DESCRIBED 
Nanjing XINHUA RIBAO in Chinese 23 Jul 81 p 3 


/Acticle by Wang Wenging /3769 2429 3237/ and Wu Tingzhu /0702 1694 2691/: “Top - 
Aerial Marksman--On Air Force Fighter Shooting Contest Winner Liu Zuoxin 
/0491 0155 2450/7" / 


/Text/ Deputy regimental commander Liu Zuoxin /0491 0155 2450/ of a certain regiment 
of the air force of the Nanjing troops, praised as the “top aerial marksman,” was the 
winner in the fighter shooting and bombing contest with the highest total score in 
the individual competition and direct aerial target shooting competition. He broke 
the air force record in these two categories and was promoted one rank by the air 
force party committee. 


How did Liu Zuoxin obtain such good scores? Let us start from the beginning. 
Progress Regardless of How Many Difficulties There Are 


Last August, pilots of the regiment where Liu Zuoxin was stationed completed the 
cannon and rocket ground target practice, and according to schedule came to a certain 
place for rest. They planned to rest and freshen up to participate in the even more 
difficult competition of direct aerial target shooting. 


In direct aerial target shooting, people who know about flying know that it involves 
piloting a high speed fighter and trying to shoot down in a few seconds a wavering 
three-blade target towed in the air by another plane. Viewed in the air, the three- 
blade target is like half of a black towel. If the aim is off by a distance the size 
of a speck of grain, the shell fired will miss the target by half the height of the 
target; it is a very difficult “bone” to chew. The party committee of the regiment 
decided to let Liu Zuoxin pave the way for the whole regiment. Would he dare to try 
for a record in this competitior, which was the largest in the history of the air 
force, had the greatest number of participants and was the most difficult? Liu 
Zuoxin contracted his evebrows and thought about this for several dzys. Liu Zuoxin 
is the same age as New China, and he has grown up under the sunshine of the party. 
From the first day he entered the flying team, he had the ambition to become an 
accomplished pilot. He asked himself: This competition is a jood opportunity to 
improve the technique of shooting, can we miss it? Our weapons are still not as 
good as those of foreign armed forces at present, we must defeat the superior with 
inferior weapons, and doesn't this require that we practice more on shooting well? 
Let's go! In order to acquire the skill of not wasting any shots, we must not fear 
difficulties no matter how many there are. 
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Practicing Hard To Acquire Skill 


A convalescent hospital at a certain locality in midsummer was surrounded by flowers 
and trees, and the weather was good. After dinner, pilots strolled around the 
grounds and some watched television, but Liu Zuoxin had gotten hold of deputy 
regimental commander Zhu, who held a fairly good record in aerial target shooting 
practice in 1977; he walked along a small path in the woods with deputy regimental 
commander Zhu and asked him about his experience in target shooting. He had also 
made inquiries of some other comrades and had been told that shooting the target 
according to the entry angle and distance specified in the textbooks resulted in 
either a low hitting percentage or "shaving the target.” Deputy regimental commander 
Zhu used a wider entry angle when shooting and a closer distance, and the percentage 
of hits was higher. "Is it true that the method described in the textbook is 
incorrect? To solve this puzzle, he compared and analyzed the marksmanship textbooks 
for various types of aircraft and discovered that the shooting methods described in 
the textbooks were methods for old types of aircraft. Live ammunition firin: using 
this method would not fully utilize the functions of the aircraft and the sighting 
device. “In order to get a good score, one must make new achievements in theory 

and new breakthroughs in technique!" A brave idea was born in the mind of Liu Zuoxin. 


After returning to his unit, Liu Zuoxin buried himself in theoretical computation. . « 
"How large should the entry angle be? How close should the distance be? How could ' 
the stable ring time of sighting be extended? How could the firing time be determined? | 
How many rounds should be fired at once?" These questions confronted him like one ! 
fortress after another. Liu Zuoxin used his hands, that were accustomed to gripping 

the controls of an aircraft, to pick up paper, pencil and calculator; he used the 

weapons of the formulas of mathematics, physics and marksmanship; and he seized 

every minute and every second to attack the "fortresses." After returning from 

flight training, forgetting to wash his face, wipe off his sweat or change his clothes 

soaked by perspiration, he would bend over his desk and start calculating. When he 

did not have to fly the next day, the lights in his house remained lit late into the 

night. Sundays and holidays he stayed at home and calculated all day, fascinated. 

After obtaining new theoretical data, Liu Zuoxin slowly proved them by experiment. 

He took pictures during test flights time after time, studied the shots one by one, 

revised and corrected the errors one at a time, and called again and again to seek 

advice from comrades several hundred li away. He found the new way after hard 

study, and Liu Zuoxin finally developed a new shooting method. 


Liu Zuoxin r2alized that to increase the percentage of hitting the aerial target, 
there must be a new theory of shooting as a guide and there must also be a correct 
range estimation and skillful operating techniques as assurance. To train his own 
range estimation to be as accurate and error-free as a ruler, he hung a mock target 
100 times smaller on the poles of his mosquito net and iron wire clotheslines, on 
walls, and on the desk, and he looked at the target as he entered the house and 


before going to sleep; he hung it up when he got out of bed, and sometimes he 
practiced. In the flight lounge in the field, he frequently utilized the moment 
when the target towing aircraft took off to practice repeatedly how to accurately 


estimate the range of the moving target. 


Liu Zuoxin grasped the new shooting method in theory and technique through hard 
study and practice. 





Final Victory 

















One morning the sky was clear and blue. Liu Zuoxin sat in the cockpit ready to begin 
live ammunition firing practice. He quickly inspected the equipment in the cockpit 
from left to right and from top to bottom, reviewing in his mind the various data and 
movements like watching a “movie,” and waited for the clearance to takeoff. 


"139 cleared for takeoff!" As the command of the controller came across the radio, 
Liu Zuoxin piloted the high-speed fighter and shot up into the blue sky. He quickly 
took his position, pressed the antigradient control, and selected the time to fire. 
As the target passed through the light spot of the sight, he decisively pulled the 
trigger. "Tong, tong, tong"--the sounds of the guns echoed in the sky like spring 
thunder; out of 30 shots, 16 hit the target. 


The takeoff line comrades bubbled with joy. The news of Liu Zuoxin's initial victory 
made many comrades so happy they almost jumped. They all surrounded the target he 
shot and counted the holes on it one by one, and they said in praise: "Good shot!" 
But when people came to congratulate him, he could not be found. 


The truth was, at this time, Liu Zuoxin was not intoxicated by his initial victory. 
He thought, that although the score was pretty good this time, it was still not as 
high as that of the brother units. Analysis of the theoretical calculations and the 
test photographs indicated that the hitting percentage should have been better. 
“What other errors were there in this live ammunition shooting?" After he emerged 
from the airplane, he rushed over to look at the target, even neglecting to get a 
drink. He then took the film and went directly to the darkroom under the control 
tower and began analyzing and studying each shot. Quickly he found that the error 
was in firing before the shooting conditions were ideal. From this, Liu Zuoxin 
progressed every time he shot. 


On the day of the competition, the sixth live ammunition test began. That day, the 

sky was covered by heavy clouds, live ammunition shooting had to be done above the 

clovis, and this increased the difficulty in aiming and shooting. Liu Zuoxin 

regarded the target area as the target. He used his left hand to hold the throttle 

and his right hand to stabilize the controls so that the airplane was like a 

domesticated bird gliding in a stable manner. When the light spot of the sight 

followed the steel line that towed the target and was about to slide to the 

predetermined position, Liu Zuoxin reported loudly to regimental commander Gao, who 

was piloting the target towing vehicle: "139 shooting!" "Go ahead and shoot." As . 
the sound of regimental commander Gao subsided, from his windshield he saw sparks 
and flame and green smoke from the explosions of the bombs penetrating the target. 
After the "combat," the target inspector pulled open the target and saw that it was 
full of the holes of penetrating bombs; 21 hit the target. In this shooting and 
bombing competition of air force units of the whole air force, victory was won. 


After the interview, we asked Comrade Liu Zuoxin if he had any new plans. He said 
with a smile: "Getting the highest score in target shooting is nothing, the real 
skill is to be able to shoot down enemy planes in war. In the future, I want to 
continue to practice hard so that in war when the guns fire the enemy planes will 
fall!" 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


WRITERS URGED TO PROMOTE SOCIALIST SPIRITUAL CIVILIZATION 
Shenyang LIAONING RIBAO in Chinese 25 Aug 81 p 4 


[Article by Chen Wei [7115 3837]: "Writing Should Have as Its Purpose the Building 
of a Socialist Spiritual Civilization"] 


[Text] The "Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since 

the Founding of the People's Republic of China" calls on us to establish a socialist 
spiritul civilization of a high order. As a writer, I should, in addition to feeling 
elated, answer the call with enthusiasm so as to make myself a warrior in the battle 
to establish a socialist spiritual civilization. 


Every literary work inevitably exerts an influence, whether for good or evil, to 
a certain degree, but it undoubtedly does exert an influence. It is for this reason 
that writers have earned the exalted epithet "engineers of men's souls." 


A good piece of literature is certain to raise the reader's esthetic standard, 

to shape his feelings, to increase his knowledge, to cultivate his moral sentiments 
and to set noble ideals. All these are indispensable ingredients for establishing 

a spiritual civilization. Thus, we have a responsibility, a vital responsibility 
it may be said, to help establish a socialist spiritual civilization. 


Since the Third Plenary Session of the 11th CCP Central Committee, our party has 
made important readjustments in its policy on literature, thereby unleashing powerful 
forces in promoting literary production and ushering in a new era favorable for 

the blossoming of literary creations. In this regard, I have some especially deep 
feelings. 


In a writing career spanning over 30 years, I have been subjected to criticism 

on two occasions. On the first occasion, in 1959, I was taken to task for describing 
the love life of intelleccuals in a medium-lenth novel entitled "The Prospects." 

On the second occasion, in 1964, I was criticized, along with my cowriter, Comrade 
Chen Sen [7115 2773], for writing a multi-act play entitled "The Flowering of Elegance 
and Intellectual Brilliance" (also about intellectuals). Finally, at the time of 

the domestic turmoil, all my writings were condemmed wholesale and torn to shreds 

by critics. Having been criticized as a writer on various occasions, I was seized 
with fear. Sometimes, after having summoned up enough courage to write a few lines 
describing life as I saw it, I would hve second thoughts as soon as I had put down 

my pen. On one occasion, I sent a one-act satirical play entitled "Bailing Water 
with a Banboo Basket" to the "“Scenario'’ monthly magazine. I received the reply 

that it had been accepted for publication. It was then that I read in the papers 
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that a novel with a similar theme had been condemned by the critics. Seized with 
panic, I sent an express letter to the editors asking for the return of my 
manuscript. 


Since the Third Plenary Session of the llth CCP Central Committee, it seems I 

have turned from being a bird frightened at the sight of a bow into a fearless 
petrel flapping its wings. I have felt, from the bottom of my heart, that my creative 
urge has never been stronger, that my creative ideas have never been more fertile 
and that my feelings have never been more at peace. In writing about intellectuals, 
I no longer have to make them out to be villains because, far from being clowns, 
they, too, are part of the laboring passes. In writing about workers and peasants, 
I no longer have to resort to stereotypes, because they, too, are alive and made 

of flesh and blood. In writing about caures, I no longer have to catalog them 
according to classification and to describe party cadres and cadres from the labor 
and peasant classes as being correct at all times, and administrative cadres and 
those from undesirable families as being prone to error. 


If there is such a thing as a sweet period and a bitter period in creative work, 

it may be said that the present period is more marked by sweetness than bitterness, 
or even that the period of bitterness has now been replaced by a period of sweetness. 
Naturally, in giving free rein to one's creativity, a writer does not always see 

the inroads of the "liberalization" trend created by the capitalist class and the 
"liberalization" tendency which runs counterto the party's policy regarding creative 
literary works. There is a special need to oppose such trends at the present time. 
In this connection, I would like to quote what was said by Comrade Deng Yingchao 
[6772 7336 6389] at a tea party honoring award winners of the nation in medium- 
length novels, reportorial literature and modern poetry. "I agree," she said, 

"with Comrade Ding Ling [0002 3781], who a moment ago referred to you correctly 

as specialists, such as specialists in reportorial literature, poetry and children's 
literature. I would, however, like to add the word revolutionary to the word special- 
ists in the various categories." That statement truly hit the nail on the head 

and put what needed to be said in a nutshell! 


As long as we do not forget that we are revolutionary writers, we can count on 
producing, under the leadership of the party, writings that are of benefit to the 
people. Naturally, even revolutionaries are not immune from errors, and even revolu- 
tionary writers are liable to produce erratic literary works. However, we have 

the weapons of criticism and self-criticism, and as long as we can accept other 
people's ideas in the right spirit, we can be certain that we can continue to make 
forward progress. 


While malicious attacks can destroy a writer, well-intentioned criticism can serve 
to promote a writer's development. In 1951, I wrote a one-act anti-intelligence 
agent play entitled "The Two Roads," Anxious to produce certain stage effects, 

[ had resorted to certain ploys that were not faithful to the nature of the charac- 
ters. Following publication of the play, the comrade editors of "Northeastern 
Literature,’ after having received some letters from criticial readers, invited 

me to have a talk to analyze the play and to discuss with me where the problem 

lay. Between 3 p.m. and dinner time, I changed from being brimming with resentment 
at the beginning to being completely convinced by the time I walked out of the 
editors' office. The criticism they offered has had a most beneficial effect on 

my subsequent writings. 
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We literary workers have in the past contributed our share toward the establishment 
of a socialist spiritual civilization. After having studied the "resolution," 
we can see our goal even more clearly and we can take our forward stride with greater 


confidence. We are certainthat we shall not fall short of the expectations of 
the party and the people. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


APPROPRIATE GOALS OF SOCIALIST LITERATURE DISCUSSED 
Beijing GONGREN RIBAO in Chinese 14 Sep 81 p 4 
[Article by Zhen Hai [5271 3189]: "Writers and Their Times"] 


[Text] The correct understanding and interpretation of the relationship between 
writers and their times ahs a direct bearing on the trend of literary creations. 


Since the Third Plenary Session of the 11th CCP Central Committee, the Central 
Committee has time and again pointed out to writers and artists the need to correctly, 
understand the new era and to reflect its needs in their works. It is true that 
some literary works have been produced which correctly reflect the climate of the 
times and which are in keeping with the four modernization construction projects. 
However, it cannot be denied that not all of our comrades engaged in the field 

of literature and art have a correct and unified understanding of the relationship 
between writers and their times and the relationship between literary works and 

their time period, and that the biases and errors on the part of some writers have 

in various degrees exerted a baleful influence on literature. 

There is a popular belief that "all writers and poets, irrespective of the period 

in which they live, are dissatisfied with their times." My opinion is that this 
viewpoint not only runs counter to the history of literary and artistic development 
in China and elsewhere in the world, but that, on the contrary, it completely ignores 
the differences between the new and the old historical periods. It is especially 
worthy of note that this point of view did not come into being by accident or as 

an isolated incident, but that it is a reflection of the mistaken trend of thought 
prevailing in society. 


According to Marxist theory, "the chief method of economic production and of exchange 
from which the social structure inevitably results forms the basis on which, the 
politica] and spiritual history of that period is built, and it is only on this 

basis that the history of that period can be understood." In whatever historical 
period since writing beganand before the establishment of the socialist system 


of public ownership, there has always been exploitation of some people by other 
people in any society. That being the case, it may be taken for granted that, 
as a rule, writers and poets who belong tothe exploited class or whose sympathies 


are with the exploited class are prone to use their highly personal artistic stvle 
to express their dissatisfaction with their times and their society. However, 

it cannot be denied that, in the course of human history, the various social systems 
which have come into being at various times all have reasons for their being and 
that they have all gone through the stages of escablishment, development and demise. 
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During the ascendancy and development stages, they have all produced writings of 
historical significance which are in tune with the times. For this reason, it 
would not be proper to regard significant writers and writings of any particular 
period as being motivated by feelings of alienation. 


The socialist era, which spelt the demise of the exploiting class and the exploita- 
tion system, is anew and unprecedented historical period in which the people and 

the masses are their own masters. Because of differences in time, there is inevitably 
a complete and basic difference in the relationship between writers and their times. 
lf it is true that all works of literature and art which set the democratic and 
socialist trend in the past had to resort to shaking up and demolishing the old 
order in order to establish a new social structure, then it is obvious that, in 

an era where the people and the masses are their own masters, literature and art 
should be dedicated to the consolidation and development of the socialist economic 
foundation and superstructure. Otherwise, literature in this socialist era will 
have lost its bearings and failed in its mission. 


It is natural, and in fact inevitable, that socialist writers and poets are disturbed 
by and dissatisfied with certain social ills and that socialist literature cannot 
abandon its role as critic and arbiter. However, socialist literature should take 

as its target the various remnants and evils of a bygone era which hamper the fullest 
flowering of what is best in the socialist system and not the socialist system itself 
and the times. That isthe basic premise on which we determine the role which socialist 
literature should play in baring social ills and in serving as social critic. This 

has nothing in common with the argument about "dissatisfaction with the times." 


[t should also be noted that, while we should correctly reflect and effectively 
deflate the negative aspects of life in society, criticism should not be taken 

as a substitute for describing and lauding the new times, the new life and the 

new personalities. Weare opposed, now and in the future, to any attempt to gloss 
over the shortcomings of life. However, the times have imposed on socialist writers 


and poets the glorious duty to correctly depict the intrinsic characteristics 

and the innate trend of the times, the grand and panoramic view of the historical 
march of tens of millions of people toward the four modernizations under the leader- 
ship of the party, and the profound and moving spectacle of new personalities and 


pioneers who have come forward to answer the call of the times, and to inspire 

all people of all races to work enthusiastically, to summon their courage, and to 
heighten their ambition and aspirations in waging the struggle to usher in a spiritual 
civilization of the socialist order. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


USING OLD, NEW EMPHASIZED IN IDEOLOGICAL WORK 
Tianjin TIANJIN RIBAO in Chinese 31 Aug 81 p 2 


[Article by Zheng Hua [6774 5478]: "Can Keys of the Fifties Open Locks of the 
Eighties?"] 


[Text] In recent discussions on how political ideological work can best meet the 
demands of the new situation, some comrades expressed the opinion that "the keys 
of the fifties cannot open the locks of the eighties,'’ meaning that the methods 
used in doing ideological work in the fifth decade no longer fit the circumstances 
of theeighth decade. This analogy, which has created differences of opinion among 
certain units and comrades, calls for analysis. 


The great difference in the circumstances confronting ideologicalwork in the eighties 
and the fifties lies in the fact that the targets are not the same. The chief 
targets at which we directed our ideological work in the fifttes are now old or 
middle-aged, whereas the chief targets at whichwe direct our ideological work in 

the eighties are young people. There is a vast difference in their preception 

of the old and the new society, their progression into adulthood, the education 

they received from the party, and their material and cultural demands in their 

daily lives. Most of the people in the forties and fifties personally experienced 
the dual oppression of class enemies and racial enemies, making it difficult to 
motivate their class feelings, to awaken their class consciousness and to heighten 
their sense of duty as master of their own fates by reminding them of the pains 

they had suffered as a result of class and racial prejudicies. However, the lessons 
derived from the exploiting class and imperialism do not create as deep an impression 
on young people in their twenties and thirties who grew up under the red banner 

as they did on their fathers. The methods used in a previous period no longer 

yield the dsired results. Our political ideological work must be conducted according 
to the existing circumstances and modified to suit the changed situation. We must 
continually look into the new distinctive features of ideological work in this 

new era and search for the laws by whichit is governed. From this point of view, 

the discussion on the keys of the fifties and the locks of the eighties can be 

said to have a positive value in that it inspires us to overcome the influence 

of "leftist" thoughts and to continue to improve our ideological work. 


Some time ago, an account was published in the newspapers listing the 10 lessons 
learned from educating the workers employed by the system of the Shanghai Textiles 
Bureau by resorting to enlightenment, namely, to exercise patience in providing 
leadership and in heightening their awareness; to be persistent and to exert influence 
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unobtrusively; to be sincere and to exert influence by appealing to their emotions; 

to treat them on an equal basis and to persuade them by resorting to reason; to 

take the correct remedial steps and to exercise influence by resorting to ways 

best suited to a particular individual; to resort to praise where praise is due 

and to lead by setting a personal example; to teach before it is too late and to 

nip trouble in the bud; to use different methods and flexible means; to show concern 
for people's problems and to give them all possible help; and to fit one's action 

to one's words and to set a personal example. It is my view that the above represents 
an effective way to engage in ideological work best suited to the distinctive features 
ot the eighties. 


However, to stress the fact that, in carrying out ideological work, account should 
be taken of the distinctive features of the eighties is definitely not to say that 
all the methods used in the tifties are irrelevant. In fact, many of the methods 
used in political ideological work in the fifties have proved to be effective. 
These methods include opening a lockwiththe right key, engaging in person-to- 
person talks, visiting homes, discussing problems on the basis of facts, adhering 
to reason, showing concern for the living conditions of the people, etc. The basic 
spirit of these methods continues to apply under present circumstances. The princi- 
ple which we now advocate in carrying out ideological work of being persistent 
in persuasion and avoiding the use of pressure is no different from that which 
eenerally applied in the fifties of resorting to democratic discussions and education 
through persuasion as a means to resolve the contradictions among the people. Even 
the contrasting methods formerly used may be adopted if they fit present circum- 
stances. For example, the discussions initiated by certain units contrasting 
the vast changes which have taken place since the smashing of the "gang of four" 
ind especially since the Third Plenary Session of the 11th CCP Central Committee 
have contributed greatly to a correct understanding of the present favorable situa- 
tion and ot the line, policy and principles of the party. For this reason, the 
imple statement that "the keys of the fifties cannot open the locks of the eighties' 
ind the dismissal ot the valuable tradition and experience of ideological work 
ut in the fifties is one-sided and unsctentific. The laws of dialectics 
tell us that we should look at both sides of a matter. The same principle applies 
in ideological work. Onthe one hand, we must take note of and enhance the good 
traditions and experiences of our party's political ideological work and refrain 
rom dismissing them as being antiquated. On the other hand, we must not be satis- 


tied with the level of achievement of the past, but must relate our past experiences 


to the new situation in directing our efforts toward gaining new experiences in 
irrying out our tdeological work in a way best suited to this new era. 
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